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REGIONAL 


Locust Eradication Campaign in Maghreb 
Countries Continues 

45040113 London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 
13-19 Apr 88 pp 68-71 


[Text] Officials combatting the locusts in the Arab Mag- 
hreb countries are no longer concealing their feeling that 
the war against these insect pests wreaking havoc on 
agricultural crops requires Maghreb coordination, fol- 
lowing the failure of each country unilaterally to eradi- 
cate the plague coming from Mauritania and Niger. This 
plague is spread across a wide range of northern West 
Africa and is threatening agricultural crops in these 
regions. Therefore, contacts and negotiations have taken 
place between Morocco and Algeria to coordinate efforts 
toward eradicating the locust swarms. In this context, 
Driss Basri, Moroccan interior minister and minister of 
information, met with his Algerian counterpart, El-Hadi 
Khediri, and concluded an agreement unifying efforts to 
stop the advance of the locusts. The two Maghreb 
ministers visited the afflicted areas along the border of 
the two countries, an area which is staggering under 
losses from the locusts which have reached 50 percent of 
agricultural production. 


In the same context, a meeting of the Arab Maghreb 
countries’ agricultural ministers was held in Tunisia to 
examine their capability to fight the locusts, which would 
enable the eradication of a portion of them from agricul- 
tural crops in Tunisia, Algeria, and Morocco. During this 
meeting, each delegation gave a presentation on the 
locust situation in its country, the damages sustained by 
agriculture as a result of it, and the results achieved by 
fighting it. An agreement was concluded during the 
meeting in Tunisia concerning the necessity of support- 
ing an exchange of information on locust migration, the 
areas where they may be found, and climatic conditions 
and weather forecasts which affect their migration. 


The United Nations’ FAO indicated that coordination of 
efforts among the afflicted countries will perhaps not be 
adequate to stop the advance of the locusts, which have 
begun to threaten Spain, Italy, Egypt, and Jordan. 
Swarms have been spotted over the island of Crete and 
Greece. Edouard Saouma, director general of the FAO, 
called on industrialized nations to send speedy aid to the 
Arab Maghreb countries to eradicate locusts which he 
described as the worst disaster that Maghreb agricultural 
crops have been exposed to since the fifties. 


Arab Maghreb countries, especially Morocco, Algeria, 
and Tunisia, have obtained a group of planes, spraying 
equipment and pesticides from a number of countries. 
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia also gave dozens of 
vehicles and tons of pesticides to Morocco and Algeria as 
part of a generous aid [package] to eradicate the locusts. 
The French foreign minister announced that Paris had 


sent 2.5 million French francs worth of assistance to 
Morocco [in the form of] helicopters and protective 
clothing. The FRG sent 3 million marks to Morocco for 
the same purpose. 


Locust eradication sources in Rabat say that no fewer 
than 10 Arab and European nations have sent aid to the 
Maghreb or have expressed their commitment to it. 


According to these same sources, approximately 800,000 
hectares have been treated with pesticides since the first 
of Ociober. The locust eradication operations are con- 
tinuing at such an intensity that 30,000 hectares a day 
are being treated by 79 planes and hundreds of vehicles 
and helicopters. 


In Algeria and Tunisia, where the southern areas are 
exposed to devastating attack by locust swarms, half of 
the date and olive crops have been destroyed. Army 
personnel are assisting the experts in the treatment 
operation. 


The director of the FAO believes that the locust eradi- 
cation campaigns will cost $150 million, and that even if 
final eradication of this pesi takes place, the repercus- 
sions of the pesticides on animal husbandry will be 
negative. He called for the removal of livestock from 
areas which have been treated, considering that the 
liquid pesticides might threaten these animals with seri- 
ous consequences. 


Many of the experts currently supervising the locust 
eradication campaign believe that this matter would not 
have reached this degree of seriousness had cooperation 
taken place from the outset (in the fall) when the FAO 
announced locust swarm movement in Niger toward 
Mauritania and then into southern Morocco, where they 
laid the bases for eggs and hatching. 


KUNA: Arabsat To Donate 1-day’s Revenue to 
Palestinian Uprising 

LD122146 Kuwait KUNA in English 

2011 GMT 12 Apr 88 


[Text] Damascus, April 12 (KUNA)}—ARABSAT Gen- 
eral Assembly Tuesday agreed to donate one-day reve- 
nue to support the ongoing Palestinian uprising. 


Free of charge satellite coverage of the uprising news was 
also offered by the Arabsat as another token of Solidar- 


ity. 


Kuwaiti communication Undersecretary ‘Abd al-’Aziz 
al-Ayoub, head of the Kuwaiti delegation to the 11th 
session of the Arab Satellite Organization which is cur- 
rently underway here, said an expert committee was 
formed of seven Arab countries including Kuwait to 
study and amend Arabsat agreement. 
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Operation of the first general of the Arab satellite will be 
extended upto 1995, he said, adding that technical 
studies are underway to determine operation of the 
second generation. 


A memorandum of understanding between Arabsat and 
Intelsat, the International Satellite Organization, has 
been agreed upon during the session, Al-Ayoub said. 


A new board of directors was elected, Al-Ayoub said, 
noting the board is composed of Libya, Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates. 


The next session will be held in Oman on April, 1988. 
PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


Arafat Sends Message to Palestinians Under 
Israeli Rule 

4404016la Nicosia FALASTIN AL-THAWRAH in 
Arabic 17 Mar 88 pp 10-12 


[Text] As the struggle of our people’s uprising has 
entered its fourth month, the Palestinian general com- 
mander, brother Abu-’Ammar, has sent a message of 
love, commitment, and determination to the people in 
the nation: the uprising is the uprising, the revolution is 
the revolution, and there is no going back, but rather 
progress forward to victory. 


In the name of God the most merciful, ail-compas- 
sionate: 


Our perseverant masses, our heroic revolutionaries, our 
people—-people of holy struggle and heroism: 


“God is served by a hest of men. What they wish to 
accomplish, God sanctions.” God Almighty has spoken 
the truth. 


You, my people, my beloved ones, the prime custodians 
of the two places to which prayer is directed and the 
third holy sanctuary, you, guardians of the cradle and the 
church of the resurrection, you are the ones who today 
are forging new facts in the struggle of Palestinian 
resistance, which you are adding to the books of history 
with letters of light and fire. 


You my people, my beloved ones, in the occupied nation 
and in your great prison which you have turned into a 
prison for your imprisoners and have made into a grave 
for their pathological dreams of dominance of our peo- 
ple, our territory and our nation, you, heroic hurlers of 
stones, are today fulfilling this creative revolutionary 
harmony with the hurlers of RPG’s in the camps of 
perseverance in Lebanon, in the heated battles in south- 
ern Lebanon and side by side with all the heroes of the 
military operations and the strike forces in various areas 
and locations, in order to rewrite the history of this 
region as a history in which there is no ambiguity, no 
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obscurity, no retreat, no stagnation, no naked maneu- 
vers, and no suspicious plans but rather a path illumi- 
nated by the torches of martyrdom and martyrs, moist- 
ened by the blood of heroes, built by the sufferings of 
prisoners and detainees and paved with the pains and 
torments of the people, all the people, children, women, 
and men, spread about in all places of resistance, defend- 
ing all Arab territory, in this frontline position where the 
masses of our people are standing in order to form 
human barriers upon barriers at the entryway to this 
strait, so that the racist Zionists may not sweep over the 
entire Arab plain, fighting with stones and with hearts 
filled with faith, filled with a will that does not soften 
and a determination that is not conquered. 


Here, my beloved ones, 90 days of glory, pride, self- 
enhancement, and glorification have passed in the life of 
this blessed uprising in the course of our revolution, and 
you, my people, my beloved, are creating this great 
earthquake in it, and in the course of it are facing this 
Israeli violence and the Israeli military gang’s organized 
official brutal terrorism and vile bloody hysteria, and, 
with total firmness, faith and determination, are chal- 
lenging the terror of the armed fanatic extremist waifs 
and their vile crimes, which will not pass without retal- 
iation. Through this creative miracle, and through this 
cascade of pure blood of martyrs and wounded persons, 
you are shaking this Zionist society by its roots, and at 
the same time you are inspiring your just cause with a 
renewed will and growing hope. Indeed, you are causing 
the further amazement of public opin.on, whose echo is 
reverberating among all friends and brothers and even 
among enemies and neutral persons, to burst out 
throughout the whole world. 


Here the ground of affirmation about you and about the 
justice of your cause is increasing. Here the scope of 
isolation is growing tighter and tighter about your ene- 
mies. 


Yes, my beloved, all my beloved ones, yes, my people, all 
my people, you have taught the Zionist enemy an elo- 
quent lesson which has extended to the allies, aides, and 
protectors standing with him in the form of imperialists 
and colonialists, foremost among them the American 
administration, whose president has hurriedly sent his 
emissaries and his secretary of state, by orders of the 
Jewish leaders in America, in an unsuccessful attempt to 
rescue the colonialist spearhead in the region, embodied 
in this Zionist entity, from its dilemma into which you 
have forced it. Shultz came bringing dead, rotten plans to 
market once again in the open market of white slavers— 
who are, unfortunately, in the region—putting pressure 
on some Arab parties to accept his fateful suspicious- 
smelling deal to participate in the conspiracy of thwart- 
ing the blessed uprising, coopting it and taking over all 
our people, their heroic revolution, and their just holy 
struggle. 


Shultz has come, presenting Reagan’s old plan under a 
new title, imposing new servitude on our people, the 
servitude of joint rule and the sharing of civil functions, 
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a servitude similiar to the “Bantustans” which the racist 
Pretoria regime is imposing on the people of South 
Africa, the twin of the fascist Zionist Tel Aviv regime — 
indeed, worse than that, and more bitter, what is being 
offered is the servitude of the plans for sharing of roles 
and the farces of fraudulent elections; the servitude of 
joint rule, “condominium.” 


These people have all forgotten, or pretended to forget, 
that these people have made an irrevocable, unswerving 
decision: revolution is revolution and uprising 1s upris- 
ing, from which there is no return, and it has successive, 
specific stages drawn up stage by stage with distinctive 
quantum leaps up to the elimination of the loathesome 
Zionist occupation. Our masses and our revolutionaries 
will continue to rise up in this blessed Palestinian land 
and in all sections of it, in the cities, the camps, and the 
villages, in the universities, schools and institutions, 
taking turns bearing its banner, as leaders, staff members 
and masses, children, women and men, workers, stu- 
Gvats and peasants, merchants, government workers and 
professionals, landowners, tradesmen, professors and 
university people. The people, all the people, with all 
their groups and forces, with their institutions and 
organizations, are standing in integrated, consolidated, 
organized unity in the committees, organizations, ranks, 
and cells and behind their firm leadership, with strength, 
genuineness, awareness, and consciousness, inside and 
outside the occupied territories, to express, altogether, 
the unity of our people, the unity of our masses, the unity 
of our cause, the unity of our goals, the unity of our 
struggles, and from them, to the great goal, free Palestine 
and liberated Jerusalem, the capital of our free, indepen- 
dent nation. 


My perseverant brothers, my beloved ones in your 
garrisons: 


The sacred Palestinian stones have awakened the world 
conscience, and the slingshots, which are striking at the 
enemies of life, have affected humanity to the core. In 
spite of the vileness and viciousness of the Zionist enemy 
and his crimes, this Palestinian perseverance and Pales- 
tinian heroism have created their effect in the whole 
world and have left their clear marks on world public 
opinion, in which the friends of our Palestinian people, 
whose numbers are increasing, are today taking strong 
stands alongside our people’s just struggle, our just 
cause, and our firm national rights. 


With us, my brothers, my beloved ones, stand our 
friends in the socialist countries, at the forefront of 
which is the friendly Soviet Union, as well as the friendly 
People’s Republic of China, our friends in the Islamic 
countries, the African countries, and the friendly non- 
aligned countries—even many European countries 


which have been shaken by what is happening today in 
our occupied territories against our children, women and 
people are also standing with us forcefully and firmly, 
and ali free and honorable people in the world are 
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Standing with us too, including these Israeli democratic 


forces and peace forces and Jewish forces which have 
rejected the policy of the iron fist and have condemned 
the Israeli crimes. 


Our people will not forget these noble stands of principle 
on the part of these friends, brothers, and free men in the 
world. Indeed, we will keep them in our hearts and our 
conscience. 


My beloved ones, my brothers, comrades of the trenches 
and the journey and the struggle, our heroic valiant 
revolutionaries: 


The battle is vicious and cruel and the challenge is great 
and severe. At this historic turning point they are delin- 
eating the horizons of the future with everything this 
entails in the form of winds of inevitable change in the 
political map of the whole area. These grievous national 
responsibilities lie upon the shoulders of our people, my 
beloved ones, and you and God are theirs, you and God 
are theirs, our people, our revolutionaries, in all the 
locations of holy siruggle and the battle inside and 
outside our occupied territories. You and God are theirs, 
people of sacrifice and devotion, people of martyrdom 
and martyrs, people of fierce struggles and miracles. 
Victory is coming, it is Coming, “< see it in people’s eyes 
and hearts, and how could that not be so? The early signs 
of victory have risen on the horizon, in the year of good 
tidings, the year of hope. 


“God made it but a message of hope for you, and an 
assurance to your hearts; (in any case) thc re is no help 
except from God, the Exalted, the Wise.”’ [Qur'an 3:1 26] 
God Almighty has spoken the truth. 


Yes, my beloved ones, we see people’s determined spirits 
which have faith in their firmness, their perseverance, 
their patience, and their challenge creating victory. As 
we see them, blood has prevailed over the sword. Pales- 
tin‘an blood has prevailed over the Zionist sword. Pal- 
estinian blood has prevailed and has triumphed in the 
most terrifying battle of the age, in the greatest miracle of 
perseverance and pride in this modern age, and in these 
hard Arab times. 


You have been blessed, our people, groups of our aware, 
devout masses, as you are entering your fourth month in 
these diverse fierce revolutionary waves of your blessed 
people’s uprising which is continuing constantly along 
the road of glory and victory till the elimination of the 
occupation and the dawning of the sun of freedom. 


How can it not continue? In our history are the glorious 
1936 and 1939 revolution, and the 6-month strike dur- 
ing, before, and after it. Our people’s revolutions have 
not been stilled and have not ceased, from the Balfour 
Declaration to our day. This harmony is being implanted 
between fighters and citizens through this splendid dia- 
lectic, this great commingling of successive generations, 
one generation handing the banner to the generation 
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following it, and heroic revolutionaries flowing with 
faith and passion, all writing lines of heroism, self- 
sacrifice and abnegation in the register of revolutions, 
the register of freedom, creating this revolutionary soli- 
darity among the people, all the people embracing their 
revolution with their own blood and sacrificing it along 
the road of victory and liberation. 


How can the resistance and perseverance not continue, 
when Sabra, Shatila, al-Burj, al-Rashidiyah and ‘Ayn 
al-Hilwah all constitute a model of self-renewing Pales- 
tinian firmness and firm Palestinian perseverance over 
the | years of challenge of the siege, confrontation and 
perseverance in the face of killing, destruction and 
starvation, which persevered in spite of everything and 
remained lofty, with all its vigor and free will, clinging to 
life for the sake of victory for the people and the cause, 
just the way the heroes among us were in the battles of 
al-Qastal, al-Shajarah, al-Barwah, Safad, Bab al-Wad, 
Shaykh Jarrah, al-Falujah, Kafar ‘Asyun, Beersheeba 
and the rest of our eternal battles in the register of our 
young self-sacrificing revolutions? 


Proceed, my beloved ones, with God’s blessing and with 
his success and help. Help comes only from God, who 
gives it to whom he wishes; he gives it to the patient 
believers, those who persevere, those who are obdurate 
and the truthful. Firm up resolve and intensify concern, 
for this is the struggle of wills, patience and persever- 
ance. Victory is the patience of an hour, and it is coming, 
it is coming. They see it from afar and we see it close, and 
we indeed are truthful: “‘And to enter your Temple as 
they had entered it before, and to visit with destruction 
all that fell into their power.” [Qur'an 17:7] God 
Almighty has spoken the truth. 


My beloved, all my beloved ones in the dear nation; my 
young children, our new generals on whom your revolu- 
tion has wagered. who have recorded triumph for our 
people; sons of the people who have filled the nation 
with the aroma of your virility and with whom the 
territories have been filled with pride; men of the nation 
who have taught your children that the nation will be 
won by sacrifice and cannot be bought and sold; women 
of my country, who have filled the world with your free 
breaths of denial; mothers of the nation, every mother 
whose goodness is redolent with the aroma of the land 
and who gives her own blood for life and sacrifice; our 
prisoners in the prisons and the penitentiaries of the 
enemies, in which you create revolutionary schools for 
the permanent revolutionary tide; our wounded persons, 
ail Our wounded persons in our good land, who are 
fastening badges of glory on your chests: 


Blessings to you, my beloved ones, blessings to you as 
you cling fiercely as giants to our good land and turn it 
into a blazing fire, burning the enemy but not being 
burned. 


Blessings to you, as you protect the things that are sacred 
with your hearts, your inner spirits and your souls. 
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Blessings to you as you pass loftily along the road of 
Golgotha, as your pure blood dyes the soil of the nation, 
life and freedom burst out and hope, goodness and peace 
rush forth in it. 


Blessings to you as you shorten the distance to victory 
and implant the year of good tidings, the year of victory. 


Blessings to the eyes of the children, God’s beloved, who 
are paving the way for hope. 


Blessings to the holy martyrs, who are alive to their lord 
and immortal in the two exalted worlds, and to their 
pure spirits, through which they have won the most 
glorious, noble and sacred thing that can be won. 


In the name of God the most merciful, the all-compas- 
sionate: 


“God hath purchased of the Believers their persons and 
their goods; for theirs (in return) is the Garden (of 
Paradise). They fight in His Cause, and slay and are 
slain, a promise binding on Him in Truth, through the 
Law, the Gospel, and the Qur’an. And who is more 
faithful to his Covenant than God? Then rejoice in the 
bargain which ye have concluded; that is the achieve- 
ment supreme.” [Qur’an 9:111] God Almighty has spo- 
ken the truth. 


Your brother Abu-’Ammar. 
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Rashad Al-Shawwa Predicts Final Victory Over 
Israel 

44000071 Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic 

9 Mar 88 pp 31-32 


[Text] [Excerpts] Rashad al-Shawwa, age 79, is one of the 
symbols of the Palestinian national movement situated 
inside the occupied homeland. tie challenges the plans of 
the Zionist entity directed against Palestinian soil and 
bears patiently the pains of the occupation. Rashad 
al-Shawwa has lived in the heart of the protracted 
Palestinian struggle since the thirties; he currently lives 
in the revolution of stones which has inverted many of 
the equations and calculations. He addresses the readers 
of AL-YAMAMAH in this interview concerning the 
recent developments and optimistic signs which the 
children of revolution have brought on and his expecta- 
tions for the future. [Question] Mr Rashad al-Shawwa, 
former mayor of Gaza, I ask you frankly, who is behind 
this popular uprising in the West Bank, Gaza Strip, and 
occupied territories? 


[Answer] The primary reason and motivator for this 
uprising is not, as the Israelis say, the PLO, or Islamic 
Jihad, but the reason is the condition of despair in which 
the Palestinians live and for which Israel is responsible 
through its despotic policy and barbaric methods of 
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suppression toward the Arabs. Yes, Israeli tyranny, bru- 
tality, and instigation are behind this uprising. Look, for 
example, at the Jews and Kahana who have provoked the 
Arabs and their sentiments, who pray within the con- 
fines of the Temple Mount. Is not any type of prayer 
which radical Zionist enclaves undertake possible? It is 
merely a challenge to Arab sentiment. Look at Ariel 
Sharon who took a dwelling in the Islamic quarter in 
Jerusalem. Is that not scornful and challenging to the 
feelings of Palestinians, etc., etc., etc? I say, O Israelis, 
the day will come when the Arab population around you 
will reach 300 million and you will be a drop of water in 
the midst of a vast Arab sea. Whatever Israel achieves 
through advancement and strength, the victory still will 
go to the Avab majority. I affirm that the day will come 
when the Jews will live at the point of extinction. 


[Question] Mr Rashad al-Shawwa, are there new com- 
mands in the Gaza Strip? 


[Answer] With the movement of history it is inevitable 
that there will be new commands; however, it is prema- 
ture for us to limit its substance and trends. Let it suffice 
that we say 't is found in the street as ari expression of 
their anger and opposition to the policy of suppression 
and terrorism which Israel practices against the Palestin- 
ian populace. These commands, no doubt, require the 
advice of prior commands. 


[Question] Mr Rashad al-Shawwa, what would you 
advise this new guiding blood? 


[Answer] It is not possible to force mighty Israel to sit at 
the negotiating table with a weak partner. Keep to tle 
stones, the stones, the stones. 


[Question] It appears that you are very sad at what is 
occurring. 


[Answer] In fact I am rich. I have finances and children; 
however, how can I enjoy that while my people live 
under the belt of oppression? The people here are 
besieged between the haminer and sickle. Even those 
returning from abroad are besieged by brutal Israeli 
questioning and attempts to bring them down by the 
claws of Mosad. The Israelis have made us feel bitter 
through their inhumane attempts practiced toward us. 


[Question] Mr Rashad al-Shawwa, what is the solution 
you see for the situation in the region, especially after 
George Shultz’ recent trip? 


[Answer] The only solution is to give the Palestinian 
people their right to reside in an independent homeland 
and entity. I believe that convening an international 
conference is the most representative solution. This 
must be under international auspices without American, 
Western, and Zionist opinion playing a role in fulfilling 
the conditions of the Palestinian people. I think that the 
uprising of stones will hasten an international conference 
sooner than we imagine. 
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{Question} Lastly, | asked Mr Rashad al-Shawwa: You 
are 79 years old, for what do you labor at this advanced 
age” 


[Answer] I watch from my private office the export of 
citrus fruit from Gaza. I see the uprising in the occupied 
territories. The uprising is exploding from a heart of 
despair, subjugation, and oppression; our people will see 
freedom and live on their own soil as an independent 
entity. 


IRAQ 


New Energy Resources, Oil Reserves Help 
Economy 

44040173 London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 
2-8 Apr 88 pp 24-25 


[Text] Through its numerous contributions to economi: 
activity as a whole, the energy sector plays a fundamenta) 
and favored role among the sectors that make up the 
national economy. The energy sector is composed of oil, 
natural gas, hydroelectric, solar, nuclear, and other 
sources of energy. 


In order to enable the energy sector to achieve the 
maximum possible contribution to the economic devel- 
opment process, Iraq is concentrating on developing 
energy sources of all sorts. 


In the area of oil, Iraq has implemented an ambitious 
exploratory program that has produced astonisihing 
results embodied in the increase of established oil 
reserves to 100 billion barrels. There are programs for 
ambitious studies to discover about 40 billion barrels 
more and convert them into an established oi! reserve 
during the coming 50 years. The result of these ambi- 
tious programs thus may reach 150 billion barrels of oil 
reserves. In the field of crude oil production, field 
development plans and oil production-related projects 
have led to building up a production capacity of between 
4 and 4.5 million barrels a day. 


Iraq has also been able to build up a large export capacity 
based on the principle of multiple export outlets. The 
Iraqgi-Turkish line and the Iraqi-Saudi line represent a 
cornerstone of this flexibility. 


In the area of natural gas, Iraq’s policy has concentrated 
on developing this resource on the basis of a strategy of 
use for domestic consumer purposes and for petrochem- 
ical industries and energy, substituting natural gas for oil 
wherever possible. 


Iraq has implemented ambitious plans to increase elec- 
tricity generating capacity and link the sections of the 
country by an extensive distribution network. Three 
fundamental sources have been emphasized in this area: 
hydrocarbon, hydroelectric, and nuclear power, as well 
as new and renewable energy sources. In 1985, thermal 
plants contributed 89 percent of total electrical power 
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generated in Iraq, while hydroelectric power contriouted 
11 percent. The plan is to increase the hydroelectric 
contribution in the future, it being expected to reach 
nearly 20 percent of total electrical power generated in 
the year 2000. 


Increasing attention has been given to projects for gen- 
erating electrical power using nuclear energy and new 
and renewable energy sources. Intensive studies, 
research, and experimentation have been implemented 
in this field. 


Iraq's rapid economic development over the last 20 years 
has demanded increased utilization of many different 
energy sources. Average yearly growth in energy con- 
sumption was 16.5 percent during the period 1973- 
1979; it was 7 percent during the period 1979-1985. The 
latter kind of growth is expected to continue until 1990. 
The volume of electrical power consumption is expected 
to increase by a percentage much in excess of the 
percentage of growth in the volume of energy consump- 
tion. The yearly electrical power consumption growth 
rate was | 7.3 percent for the period 1975-1985. By 2000, 
this consumption will exceed the equivalent of 60 mil- 
lion tons of oil. The power will be generated relying on 
ou, natural gas, and hydroelectric power. Nuclear elec- 
trical generating plants and solar energy possibly may 
make a considerable contribution. 


In the area of price policy for the various forms of 
energy, including cil products, natural gas, and electrical 
power, Iraq has adopted a pricing system aimed on the 
one hand at encouraging and sustaining the process of 
economic growth, and on the other hand at guaranteeing 
social justice for the various groups of the population. 


In order to strengthen the process of energy consumption 
rationalization and conservation, the Consultative Com- 
mittee on Energy Consumption in Iraq has completed 
many programs, investigations, studies, and projects in 
this area. These include: improving the power plants of 
the electrical network, introducing a system of power 
meters in industrial plants, using computers, decreasing 
the peak load of the electricity network by using the 
power surplus of some plant machines, and completing 
many studies and investigations into the rationalization 
of power consumption. 


In the area of refining, important achievements have 
been made. Refining capacity has risen from its 1970 
level to double that at the present time, and work 
continues on increasing this capacity. Iraq has devoted 
special attention to the area of natural gas production, 
particularly since domestic consumption of natural gas 
increased greatly during the past years, rising from the 
equivalent of 646,000 tons of oil in 1970, to the equiv- 
alent of 4.75 million tons of oil in 1979. This consump- 
tion 1s expected to increase to the equivalent of more 
than 10 million tons of oil in the year 2000. 
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Two projects for using natural gas have been completed: 
the North Gas Project (completed in 1983), and the 
South Gas Project. Many other projects have been com- 
pleted, including the project for exporting natural gas to 
Kuwait. The regional north-south gas line has begun to 
be implemented. It will provide flexibility and guarantee 
equal utilization. 


A number of basic principles have been emphasized in 
the natural gas utilization plan. These include natural gas 
production and delivery to factories as a power source, 
as well as its use for domestic purposes. 


In the area of petrochemical industries, the availability 
of petroleum products and natural gas provides a com- 
parative advantage for oil- exporting countries in the 
area of petrochemical industries. 


Iraq has devoted great attention to developing petro- 
chemical industries and has allocated important sums to 
them in successive economic development plans. Iraq 1s 
planning to increase its production capacity in various 
domestic and export-oriented petrochemical industries. 


In the area of fruitful bilateral cooperation with Arab 
countries in the energy area, Iraq has shown uncondi- 
tional readiness to offer drilling, exploration, and train- 
ing assistance to Jordan, as well as to the Sudan, Soma- 
lia, and the Arab Republic of Yemen. 


Iraq has played a prominent role in realizing the goals of 
OPEC and in protecting its members’ interests by fol- 
lowing a balanced oil policy aimed at establishing the 
principle of mutual respect, carrying out mutual interests 
in dealings between producers and consumers, and work- 
ing for oil market stability. 


In the international area, Iraq’s oil policy has been based 
on the humane view embodied in President Saddam 
Husayn’s statement that oil wealth, “although it 1s 
national resource belonging to particular nations and 
peoples, is at the same time a human resource related to 
the entire destiny of humanity.” 


Iraq has understood the real goals of price increases and 
the negative medium- and long-range effects resulting 
from them. 


President Saddam Husayn was the first person to call 
attention to this. On | June 1979 he stated, “We call on 
our brothers in OPEC to work to achieve price stability 
in the oil market, to control the level of prices and not 
allow them to be at the mercy of speculations carried on 
by oil companies and middlemen. We hope that OPEC 
at its coming meeting will arrive at a system that will 
provide a solution and price stability, thus conserving 
purchasing power.” 
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Iraq has devoted intensive efforts and made great sacri- 
fices to restore market stability and to unify and support 
the price structure. Iraq’s positive positions, especially 
since the 1981 deterioration of the oil market, have had 
a great effect in defending OPEC and its price structure. 


12937 
JORDAN 


National Resources Director Assesses Oil and 
Gas Reserves 

44040190 London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 

4 Apr 88 pp 37-38 


[Article by Layla Dib] 


[Text] Amman—There have been conflicting repoits on 
the likelihood of the presence of oil in Jordan and there 
have been numerous surmises on this issue. This has 
motivated some observers to accuse foreign drilling 
firms of unwillingness to discover oil because of political 
considerations. 


AL-DUSTUR correspondent in Amman has investi- 
gated this issue and has interviewed Engineer Kamal 
Juraysat, the Natural Resources Authority director, on 
the circulated reports concerning the oil issue in Jordan. 


At the outset of his interview with AL-DUSTUR, the 
director of the Natural Resources Authority pointed out 
that in 1974 and 1975, Jordan relied totally on foreign 
firms which had been awarded concessions to drill for 
vil, But most of those firms withdrew because they did 
not exert sufficient efforts and did not conduct adequate 
studies, such as geophysical and geological studies, to 
carry out their work. 


Fourteen wells were drilled and the results were negative. 
The firms then alleged that it was difficult to find oil in 
Jordan. They made the allegation because they believed 
that Jordan is a geological extension of the Arab [oil] 
basins. Consequently, they embarked on unstudied drill- 
ing Operations in which they failed to observe the oil 
industry's sound rules. The firms did not perform com- 
plete services to assess the drilling. Disagreement 
between the Jordanian government and the U.S. Mecom 
Company reached the courts because the firm violated 
the terms of the agreement and failed to fulfi.i its 
obligations. 


Juraysat added: The only firm which operated honestly 
was the Yugoslav INA Company which carried out its 
operations from 1968 to 1971 and which fulfilled its 
obligations by drilling four wells. This company discov- 
ered traces of oil after conducting geological and geophy- 
sical studies on a 1 ,800-kilometer long area. 


Until then, the firms had been operating on the basis of 
drilling and production concessions. But in 1975, the 
Jordamian government concluded with a certain firm a 
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drilling and production partnership agreement covering 
an area of 8,400 square kilometers in northern Jordan 
and the Dead Sea. Similar agreements were subsequently 
concluded with other firms and the Natural Resources 
Authority began to compile more accurate information. 


With the outset of the first 5-year development plan, 
launched in 1976, the government recognized the situa- 
tion and realized that relying on the efforts of foreign 
firms solely will lead to no results. Consequently, it 
decided to entrust the Natural Resources Authority to 
engage in oil drilling activities directly, with financing 
from the treasury. At the same time, the door was left 
open for foreign firms that are well known for their 
technological expertise and their capability to imple- 
ment oil and gas drilling plans. 


To achieve this end, a special agency concerned with oil 
affairs was set up. In fact, the first action carried out by 
this agency was to review the data available on previous 
drilling activities in cooperation with a specialized firm 
of the French Petroleum Institute. The agency formu- 
lated an immediate plan to assess oil potentials in the 
various sedimentary basins existing in Jordan. Mean- 
while, Jordan began to experience hardship with its oil 
imports bill, considering that the bill rose very quickly, 
with the cost of oil imports in the 1980-85 five-year plan 
exceeding the kingdom’s total export revenues. 


These, according to Kamal Juraysat, are the motives that 
encouraged the government to spend generously on the 
national oil drilling program intended to discover oil or 
gas reserves in order to reduce the oil imports bill. 
Jordan is one of the few countries that import all their oil 
needs from abroad even though it is close to the biggest 
oil reserve in the world. Jordan has no alternative, such 
as coal or waterfalls—excluding the King Talal Dam—to 
generate power. 


The Natural Resources Authority director stressed that 
in the latter part of the last decade, the demand for oil 
increased and that Jordan’s oil imports, totalling 24 
million Jordanian dinars in 1975, leaped to 36 millions 
in 1977, to 67 millions in 1979, to 108 millions in 1980 
and to 209 millions in 1986 and then dropped a little 
with the decline in oil prices. 


This, added Eng Juraysat, constitutes a heavy burden to 
a developing country like Jordan. Consequently, an 
ambitious national oil and gas drilling program had to be 
implemented. So far, the situation continues to be diffi- 
cult even though the Natural Resources Authority has 
conducted geologicai studies and an intensive seismolog- 
ical survey, covering 23,000 kilometers, in which the 
services of foreign firms have been employed. The Iraqi 
National Petroleum Company has helped in the drilling 
operations, surveying more than 3,500 linear kilometers. 


All these studies have resulted in drilling 34 wells which 
have led to the discovery of oil in small and modest 
quantities in Hamzah oilfield east of Amman, close to 
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al-Azraq. In the past three years, the field has been 
producing 500-600 barrels daily through automatic 
pumping. This oil is shipped to the Jordanian Oil Refin- 
ery where it is processed with the imported oil, amount- 
ing to 50,000-55,0C) barrels daily. 


Scientifically, the significance of this discovery is that it 
has established that Jordan is not devoid of oil. Gas has 
also been found in al-Rishiyah area in northeast Jordan. 
Plans are currently underway to exploit the wells to 
generate power, transmit it to Amman and link it with 
the national network. Current production amounts to 
nearly 60 megawatts but experts anticipate that it will be 
possible to produce enough gas to generate 180 mega- 
watts by the end of this year. if the wells produce more 
gas than the turbines need and if the production amounts 
to 80 megawatts, it wil! be then possible to transport the 
gas itself to Amman. 


The problem constituting the main obstacle that has 
faced the Natural Resources Authority is embodied in 
the lack of a data base that contributes to the implemen- 
tation of drilling plans because all the available seismo- 
logical survey data is very limited to start with due to the 
unsophisticated methods employed by the surveying 
firms. This is why sophisticated seismological surveys 
have been conducted and have produced excellent 
results. Consequently, the sub-surface geological picture 
of Jordan’s territories has become clearer and brighter. 
The authority has also conducted sophisticated geologi- 
cal surveys in the various parts of Jordan and these 
surveys have further convinced the authority that the 
possibilities of finding oil and gas are good and not 
impossible. 


All these discoveries have attracted the attention of the 
major international firms which have begun to contact 
the Natural Resources Authority to acquire oil drilling 
concessions in Jordan. 


Juraysat added: ““We are eager to see the work proceed 
along two parallel lines. We cannot continue with the 
national effort alone because the time span needed to 
assess the potentials in all the territories suitable and fit 
for drilling operations is estimated at 40-50 years.” 


Jordan’s area is 91,000 square kilometers. Consequently, 
added Juraysat, the presence of foreign firms is likely to 
shorten the time needed for drilling and to reduce the 
element of financial risk which, for drilling operations, is 
usually high. Moreover, foreign firms employ modern 
technology and train local national cadres, and enable 
them to be up-to-date on the latest developments. 


These firms cannot assess oil potentials without fami- 
liarzing themselves with the information available to us. 
In return, a firm which familiarizes itself with this 
information agrees to submit a technical report on the 
outcome of its evaluation and review of this informa- 
tion. We have contacted more than 38 international 
firms. As a result of this method of open contacts, three 
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agreements have been concluded. The first agreemert is 
with AMOCO to drill in 11,000 square kilometers for a 
period of 3 years in the areas of east Amman, al-Bara’it 
and the Jordan Valley. The second agreement is with the 
Hunt Company, which has discovered oil in Yemen, to 
drill in 8,400 square kilometers in southern Jordan. The 
third agreement is with the Belgian Petrofina Firm which 
will drill in an area of !2,000 square kilometers covered 
by volcanic deposits where drilling operations are diffi- 
cult. ARCO, a U.S. firm, is a partner in this agreement. 


All these firms carry out drilling operations that include 
geological, geophysical and seismological surveys. The 
Hunt Company is expected to drill the first well in its 
concession area by the end of this year. AMOCO is also 
expected to do the same. 


The Canadian government contributes efforts and par- 
ticipates in bolstering the national program imple- 
mented by the authority in accordance with a coopera- 
tion agreement concluded last year. According to this 
agreement, Petrocanada Institution for International 
Aid provides experts to work side by side with the 
authority experts. Petrocanada also conducts sophisti- 
cated seismological surveys and tackles the old seismo- 
logical lines with the latest technological methods. 


The costs resulting froim this program are estimated at 19 
million Canadian dollars. This sum is advanced in the 
form of an unrepayable grant. We are very grateful to 
this project which seeks to achieve no material gain for 
Canada. 


When asked about the outcome of all these activities, 
Juraysat said: ““As geologists, we are optimistic that all 
these efforts will lead to finding oil and gas. Drilling is an 
exhausting operation and we may need to drill more 
wells before we find what we want.” 


Concluding the interview, Juraysat said: The Jordanian 
government has spent more than 56 million dinars 
recently and this is an enormous sum for a developing 
country. No [previous] Jordanian government dared to 
embark on such an effort. If the other developing coun- 
tries follow this course, I am certain that the result will be 
good, especially for the countries that import all their 
needs from abroad. If it were not for this national effort, 
conditions would have remained the same as in 1947. In 
1980, we had no more than six specialists whereas we 
now have more than 100 engineers and geologists who 
have gained skills and who can develop the exploration 
sites. 


08494 
SAUDI ARABIA 


New Egypt-Saudi Arabia Shipping Routes 
44040167b Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 
25 Mar 88 p 34 


[Text] Talks between Egypt and Saudi Arabia on estab- 
lishing two new navigation lines to provide transporta- 
tion between Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and the Gulf are near 
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completion, with the formulation of the final project to 
be made public very shortly. It includes a siudy of the 
possible operation of ferries between Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia on these two lines to facilitate the transportation 
of Egyptians working in Saudi Arabia ard the Gulf who 
go to their destinations using ground transportation, as 
well as Egyptian pilgrims. The plan is to designate the 
ports of Suez and Safaja in Egypt for this purpose. 
Air-conditioned buses will operate on the two lines to 
carry passengers from Cairo and the Delta to Suez, and 
from Upper Egypt to Safaja. Ferries will then carry the 
passengers to the Saudi ports of Jiddah and Yanbu’. 


The Egyptian minister of communication and land 
transport, Engineer Sulayman Mutawalli, explained that 
the two new lines would also serve Arab citizens who 
prefer to use ground transportation to reach Egypt. They 
would use air-conditioned Saudi buses, followed by 
trucks to carry their baggage, to go to the ferries and 
would then complete their journey overland upon arrival 
in Suez or Safaja. The ground route between Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia would save users more than two-thirds the 
cost of air transportation. Travel time from Saudi Arabia 
to Egypt would not exceed 34 hours, Riyadh to Cairo. 
The project would also facilitate travel from Egypt to all 
the Gulf states. 


It should be mentioned here that Egypt has recently 
agreed with Jordan and Iraq to establish an al-’Aqabah- 
Nuwayba’ ferry line and an overland Amman-Baghdad 
bus line, along with a second line south from al-’Aqabah 
to Saudi Arabia, and from there to Kuwait and the Gulf 
states. 
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Mahd-al-Dhahab Mine To Begin Operation 
44040167a Beirut AL-KIFAH AL-'ARABI in Arabic 
7 Mar 88 p 33 


[Text] Saudi Arabia will begin this April to exploit the 
Mahd-al- Dhahab mine. It was reported in Riyadh that 
the mine has a reserve of 1.2 million metric tons. Ore 
amounting to 120,000 tons wiil be exploited yearly, i.e., 
a rate of 400 tons a day. 


Studies have established that the proportion of metals in 
the ore is 26 grams per ton and that the proportion of 
silver is 92 grams per ton. Copper is 65 percent, zinc 2.85 
percent; which means that the mine’s yearly production 
will be 3.1 tons of gold, 11 tons of silver, 78,000 tons of 
copper, and 3,420 tons of zinc. The mine’s estimated life 
will be only 10 years. 
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SUDAN 


Judiciary, Government Clash Over ‘Substitute 
Laws’ 

45000055a Khartoum SUDANOW in English 

Feb 88 p 36 


[Article: “Divide and Rule?’’} 


[Text] The latest move by the Government to introduce 
substitute laws for sharia (the Septe.nber 1983 laws) met 
with strong opposition. The substitute laws, which are to 
be passed by the Council of Ministers were described by 
the Sudanese Bar Association (SBA) as a form of dual- 
ism; the reason being, that it introduces two different 
Penal Codes, one based on Islamic sharia and the others 
on a secular law for non-Muslims. 


The SBA voiced strong opposition to the present move 
in a series of rallies arranged by its general secretariat, 
the latest one being in late July. Sudanow’s Ahmed 
Badawi reports: 


The struggle against the September Laws (sharia) started 
shortly after the 1985 uprising when different political 
parties called for their abrogation. All agreed that these 
laws were not Islamic and this statement was described 
by Abdulla El Hassan, President of the SBA, as a 
triumph for his association. 


El Hassen, who was speaking at a rally arranged by the 
SBA, said that the current difference over these laws 
concerned the present government supported substitute. 
Most people, he said, agreed that the best legal system for 
Sudan is the 1974 laws so as to save the unity of the 
country until the convening of the Constitutional Con- 
ference. When the government decided to propose its 
substitute laws the SBA contacted the Attorney General 
as well as the Prime Minister. 


They all agreed to make the 1974 laws the basis for the 
substitute and the SBA was told to draft the new legisla- 
tion. Fortunately the SBA was able to do so and handed 
it to the Attorney General. But the Government changed 
its mind and drafted another set that introduced two 
systems of punishment. For the President of the SBA the 
whole matter exemplifies the fluctuating policy of the 
government in all fields. 


Some political parties wanted to impose Hudd on the 
legal system. This was meant to continue the former 
system, said El Hassen. This led the SBA to continue its 
struggle for a good substitute. ‘We decided to continue 
our struggle for a better legal system’, said El Hassen. 
This task is carried out in conjunction with the trade 
unions, and this rally, according to him, was the begin- 
ning of their campaign. 


Advocate Taha Ibrahim, a SBA member, posed some 
questions such as: Was there any need for enacting the 
September Laws? Were the Sharia Laws the sole problem 
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that the country should solve? In fact, said Ibrahim, 
there were many problems at that time and still are now. 
The problems of drought, desertification, famine war 
and high prices for commodities remained unsolved. 
Apart from that, the Sudanese judicial system, which 
extend.d to more than 83 years of experience, is rich in 
judicial work. Also judges, do their work very well and 
the reasons ‘hat the former regime gave for introducing 
its laws were not valid. (The former President placed the 
responsibility for slow legal procedures in the courts on 
the judges shortly before introducing his September 
laws.) 


Introducing secular laws does not mean cancelling the 
religious iaws totally from the legal system. When the 
colonisers enacted the 1925 Act, said Taha, an article 
was introduced for Muslims in case they wanted to apply 
Sharia in their disputes. But no single Muslim asked to 
do so, and this implies that the call is a political game. 


Although the September laws were not the real cause of 
the war in the South, said Taha, no doubt, they escalated 
it. If the Government was serious about solving the 
Southern problem, these laws should have been abro- 
gated. This is because the coming constitutional confer- 
ence is to solve the issue of religion and this is the main 
issue of th at conference. Ibrahim thinks that introducing 
Hudd to the secular 1974 laws does not mean Islamic 
laws. If those people are serious about their orientation, 
they should apply the whole of Sharia and be clear about 
those who reject it. 


He said that the call by the government for a constitu- 
tional conference is of no use since the government aims 
to divide the country into two parts by introducing two 
sets of laws. 


Dr. Amin Mekki Medani also criticized the move by the 
government to impose its substitute laws. He based his 
critique on the fact that the government substitute made 
a clear segregation between people on the basis of 
religion. Those laws are against human rights granted by 
the constitution. Article 4 of the constitution speaks cf 
the sources of legislation as Sharia. The clear violation of 
human rights lies in the fact that it is difficult for 
non-muslims to live in muslim localities because of the 
variation in the legal system (to say nothing of the overt 
discrimination, e.g. in inheritance law of mixed couples). 


The SBA was shocked by the government’s changing 
viewpoint, said Abdulla El Naguib, who participated in 
the rally. This was because at the time when the SBA 
handed its substitute to the Attorney General, he was 
pleased with it, and the SBA substitute was accepted. It 
is also surprising that the government is trying to intro- 
duce two different systems, which means for non-Mus- 
lims two alternatives are offered: cithe: adhere to Islam 
or pay a tax tribute. He calls upon the government to 
adopt a system which will unite the country and not the 
reverse. The present government policy, he said, does 
not serve the country’s interests but works against them. 
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He concluded that if the government insisted on adopt- 
ing its substitute then the country would move towards a 
war between Muslims and non-Muslims and yet another 
burden would be shouldered by people who dream of a 
better life. 
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Northerners Reported Tyrannize Bahr el-Ghazal 
45000055¢ Khartoum SUDAN TIMES in English 
13 Mar 88 p 3 


[Article: “The King-Makers of the Tribal Militias’’] 


[Text] What is happening today in Western Bahr el 
Ghazal Province tends to mislead a stranger or an 
uninitiated observer. But, as one gets down to the core of 
the issue, one becomes gradually astonished as the real- 
ities unfold. One is bound to ask himself such searching 
questions as “what is going to be the long term impact of 
the current events taking place in Raga and Wau?” The 
actual problem which this area is facing at present is that 
of a total absence of a broad-minded and experienced 
leadership who can direct the people and take decisions 
in the real interests of the people. The total absence of a 
strong devoted and above all nationalistic leadership has 
given rise to the present cabal gang which has filled the 
political vacuum with the help of some political parties 
and leaders. 


When a few copies of Al Usbu Arabic newspaper of 
21.1.1988 reached Wau, the interview conducted in that 
paper with the two major-generals of the militia created 
confusion among citizens from Wau and Raga and it 
gave the general public a clearer picture of what is 11 the 
making in Western Bahr el Ghazal Province. In hat 
interview, the local Fertit militia commander introduced 
himself as both the political and military leader of the 
Fertits. His second in command is also a representative 
of a political party. 


The Arab tribal militias in Wau and Raga were originally 
formed in mid 1986 on the behest of a political party 
active in the area. It was initially commanded by local 
ex-army servicemen of the Fertit. At that time its pres- 
ence in the area was not strongly felt in marked contrast 
to the present situation. Soon after this, however, a 
systematic campaign of political assassination was for- 
mulated. A long list of individual Fertit intellectuals and 
members of several of the Southern parties (i.e. SANU- 
SSPA) were targeted. The people were largely fellow 
Fertit suspected of being SPLA or Dinka sympathisers. 
The future of the militia’s political party patron, it was 
argued was in danger. In Wau, the army initially main- 
tained some reservations and did not actively participate 
in the plans. The cabal of local militia leaders then took 
the law into their own hands and set up a clandestine 
court to pass death sentences on their political enemies 
resulting in the killing of several Fertits. When these 
criminal acts were reported to the largely Dinka police 
force in Wau by the victims relatives, several of the 
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individuals responsible were arrested. Political capital 
was soon made of the issue by the detainees and their 
supporters who ciaimed that they were the victims of 
politically motivated arrests by the Dinka. 


At Raga, the provincial seat of Western Bahr el Ghazal, 
the names of all Fertit who supported parties other than 
the Northern parties in the 1986 general election were 
kept by army intelligence. These people have been sub- 
ject to repeated arrest on dubious, i*sumped up charges in 
addition to torture and death threats while under deten- 
tion. From late 1986 up until the present, those on the 
militia hit list, including prominent local government 
officials and teachers, have lived under constant threat 
of political assassination. Many of them are still under 
detention in Raga. Several have been severely beaten 
often resulting in complete physical paralysation, exam- 
ples being Sabino Korhelio and Paulino Saleh. 


in Wau in July 1987, Northerners met separately to 
devise ways of putting the militias under their full 
control in the service of their political aims. 


Thus the present structure of the militia leadership came 
into being. At this time, a NCO of milita: , intelligence 
was seconded to work full time with the militias and 
coordinate with the Rezeigat militia in the West. The 
end result has been as of August !987, to bring the Fertit 
militia under the full control of Northerners. 


So loc':ing at the real structure of the leadership one can 
readily conclude who is really in charge of the affairs of 
the Fertits. that is why when the Fertit Elders Commit- 
tee says one thing, the actual men of power in the area 
say another. One can see the cliques extending their 
hands into the area with the expressed intention of 
depopulating the South. 


You can see how that they have sown the seeds of eternal 
hatred in order to depopulate, Islamise and finally assim- 
ilate the land and people whom they consider a threat to 
the expansion of Islam and Arabism in the Sudan and 
perhaps in Africa South of the Sahara. That goes to 
explain the reasons behind the forced recruitment into 
militia using the Holy Quran as from August 1987 in the 
divided town of Wau. That also explains why the Head- 
quarters of the militia, which used to operate at 
Nangume in the rural areas, was transferred into Wau 
town so that the Dinkas, Fur and Fertits can nurse 
grudges sufficient enough to culminat. in their butcher- 
ing each other and thus, in the course of time creating 
perpetual tribal animosity which can be exploited by 
certain parties and leaders. The bloody incident of 
Sunday 6 9.1987 which was initially between the army 
on one side and police and Game Scouts on the other, 
was deliberately played into ie hands of the Fertit so 
that u.¢ whole affair was turned into a tribal issue that 
divided up the town into a Fertit Western side and a 
Tur-Dinka part on the Eastern side so as to enable the 
real enemy to move freely in both camps to preach peace 
on one side and swear war on the other 
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So the Sudanese and the world can see the direct blood- 
stained hands of a so-called democratic government bent 
on shedding the blood of innocent civilians whom it 
claims to represent and govern. The world can see a 
strong tendency to force a theocratic system on a people 
of different culture and religion. One sees to ones amaze- 
ment the Fertits reducing their meagre poplation by 
murdering fellow Fertit suspected of being pro-D‘nka or 
SPLA supporters. Here is a situation which givei. its 
dimensions will take time to eradicate from memory 
because of the methods employed. Perhaps, words such 
as barbarism and animalism would be appropriate to 
describe the situation. It wil! serve a purpose to state 
here the fact that in the current search for the root causes 
of the deplorable situation in the area, it must be 
recognised that political grievances have arisen among 
the Fertit due to the aciions of previous regional govern- 
ments and acts of brutality by the SPLA or their lackeys 
in the area. However, these grievances have been directly 
exploited by the cabal of local warlords serving the 
interests of political parties from outside the region. 


It is also astounding that despite there being a sizable 
class of prominent intellectuals and traditional elders of 
high esteem in Western Bahr el Ghazal, the situation has 
so degenerated that local residents now have as their 
helmsmen a carpenter. 


The local militia commander, in his interview with Al 
Usbu newspaper, made it abundantly clear that it is he 
who is in charge of the Fertits and that any candidate for 
the governorship of Bahr el Ghazal must have his 
blessing or be doomed. Regional government authority 
is so weakened in Bahrel Ghazal as to be virtually 
non-existent. It must be made perfectly clear that effec- 
tive power in the area is being exercised through the 
a my and a Fertit militia directly controlled by certain 
political forces. 


/12223 


Intellectuals Issue Memorandum To Deal With 
National Problems 

45000055b Khartoum SUDAN TIMES in English 

9, 10 Mar 88 pp 2-4 


{Article: “Memorandum on the Current Problems of the 
Sudan”] 


Part One 


[Text] Although nearly three years have passed since the 
great April Uprising ended the dark days of the May 
Regime, the country still faces serious problems inher- 
ited from that regime which continue to endanger its 
security, weaken its unity and, indeed, threaten its very 
existence. All this in spite of accomplishments in the 
restoration of basic democratic freedoms and some gains 
in other areas. The continuous deterioration in the 
overall situation and in general living conditions, 
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together with an unending chain of challenges and prob- 
lems are most disturbing and call for strenuous efforts to 
safeguard the gains so far accumplished. 


We, the undersigned, conscious of our national respon- 
sibilities, have, therefore, undertaken to discuss some of 
the more urgent problems, and put forward proposals for 
appropriate action to deal with them. We are confident 
that our views will be received with due concern and 
consideration by the national leaders. 


The problems are discussed under the following head- 
ings: 


1. The Civil War 2. The Security Problem 3. The State of 
the Economy 4. Population movements, migration and 
refugees 5. The weakness of governing and administra- 
live institutions 6. The Foreign Policy 


(1) The Civil War 


The Civil War broke out nearly five years ago, largely as 
a result of contradictions of the May Regime and its 
abandonment of the Addis Ababa Accord—a factor 
which led to the deepening of mistrust between South 
and North. The Garang rebellion was at first received 
with sympathy by most of the national opposition front 
to the May Regime and was accepted as one of its 
tributaries. It also received moral and material support 
from neighbouring countries which were in conflict with 
Nimeiri, as well as support from international bodies 
that were opposed to the brutal and inhuman manner 
with which the Regime carried out what it called 
“Islamic Sharia Laws’’—closing its eyes to the crimes 
and thefts of its corrupt leaders and supporters while 
applying those laws to the poor and the needy. Efforts by 
leaders of the April Uprising the then by the Transitional 
Government to persuade Garang and his supporters to 
join their ranks were unsuccessful because the stipula- 
tions put forward by him could not be accepted. The 
Rebellion and the Civil War therefore continued, despite 
some successes by the Armed Forces. The War, further- 
more, extended to some of the Northern regions and 
continues unabated. 


The Civil War has caused and continues to cause serious 
damage and waste of valuable human and material 
resources which the country desperately needs to rescue 
its collapsing economy and to alleviate the serious hard- 
ships suffered by the majority of the people, to rebuild 
schools, hospitals and the seriously weakened economic 
infrastructure. We nuw face a situation where invest- 
ment in new national and regional projects has come to 
a standstill, which is due mostly to the burden of the 
channeling of resources to the war effort. The Southern 
Region has suffered most; hundreds of thousands of its 
people being forced to abandon their towns and villages. 
Schools and hospitals were closed. Agriculture was aban- 
doned. 
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Another serious outcome of the War is its effect on 
relations with neighboring countries, especially Ethio- 
pia, and the opportunities it has afforded to unfriendly 
foreign forces to further their interests against the Sudan. 
More serious is the way the Civil War has deepened 
differences, conflicts and mistrust among the Sudanese 
themselves and the real threat it is posing to national 
unity. 


The Search for Peace 


The efforts of the government to achieve peace and end 
the war cannot be denied. But these have not so far been 
effective as they were not based on a clear vision of the 
real factors involved. But were mostly characterised by 
contradictions and short-sighted reactions to events. 
However, the initiative of the Umma party, the senior 
partner in the coalition, which led to the Provisional 
Sudan charter, signed by 17 Southern and Northern 
parties is to be commended as it has attempted to clarify 
some points of disagreement which had been exploited 
by supporters of the continuation of the Civil War. It is 
hoped that this charter will be developed and further 
improved in a way which will help resolve many of the 
issues in the forthcoming ‘Constitutional Conference’— 
which, it is hoped, will be convened before the end of the 
current year. 


Efforts to end the war by peaceful means and insistence 
that this should have priority over everything else, 
towards which all possible, internal and external, endea- 
vours should be directed, should not distract us from the 
urgent need of strengthening the Armed Forces as an 
essential means of safeguarding national security, as well 
as a means of influencing the outcome of the dialogue 
with the rebel leaders. This calls for: 


(a) Encouragement of more popular, material and moral, 
support for the Armed Forces-—to be organized on the 
basis of a well considered programme and through 
properly established national organs, under the direction 
of the authorities and in accordance with specific rules 
and safeguards. In this respect the native administration 
may be invited to organize voluntary committees to 
strengthen security along national frontiers. 


(b) A balanced foreign policy designed to attract support 
for the rehabilitation of the Armed Forces, to be pro- 
vided according to specified contracts and commitments 
which do not compromise national independence. 


(c) Strengthening the Armed Forces, its modernization 
and, if necessary, its reorganization. with © ppropriate 
measures to ensure its national character and its protec- 
tion from penetration by ideological or partisan influ- 
ences. 


Towards a Peaceful Settlement of the Civil War 


The following is recommended: 
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(a) The government should undertake forthwith, all 
necessary political measures supported by adequate 
informational activity both inside and outside the 
Sudan, especially in african and Arab countries to 
explain the dimensions of the problem and the basic 
issues raised by the rebellion leaders and to put across 
the position of the government and leading political 
parties thereon. It is a fact that there are no basic 
differences between the two sides which could not be 
resolved and there are no serious problems which cannot 
be overcome. 


(b) The reconstruction of channels of communications 
with the Popular Front on the basis of all charters and 
agreements dealing with the problem of the South, 
including the ““Koka Dam Accord.” 


It may, however, be opportune for the government at 
this juncture to seek all possible means for ending the 
war and defer the enactment of substitute laws, which 
include Sharia clauses until after the National Constitu- 
tional Conference; such alternative laws would be 
enacted in accordance with principles agreed upon at the 
Conference, and with wider democratic participation 
which is essential for ensuring the agreement and the 
support of all sections of the population for the new laws. 


(2) The Security Problem 


Security is treated here in the broader sense and the 
security of the country as a sovereign state and the 
security of the citizens therein. But as both are intercon- 
nected and interdependent they are considered here as 
constituting one issue. 


The Sudan has lacked, throughout the last several years, 
the stability and security of its frontiers, shared with 
eight neighbouring countries. Whatever the causes of 
these troubles and disturbances in the interior and along 
the frontiers, the absence of a “National Security Orga- 
nisation’”’ (NSO) must have contributed to the overall 
security problem. This situation obviously opens the way 
for conspiracies by enemies of the country from which 
we have been suffering during the past few years. The 
main reason for the delay in establishing a competent 
NSO is the disagreement among the political parties as to 
the authority to whom it should report, in spite of the 
urgent need for it to play its crucial role in the face of 
many real dangers. It is distressing to note that the causes 
of disagreement are due mainly to partisan conflicts and 
not to any problems relating to the national interest. It is 
our belief that the NSO should report to the Prime 
Minister through the Minister of Interior. At the same 
time, a national security committee consisting of some 
government ministers and other experts should be set up 
as is the case in many other countries. It is hoped the 
government will now deal with this crucial issue, without 
further delays. 
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Internal Security 


The aspiration of citizens for the security of their lives 
and property is basic and absolute. No other need, 
however important, can equal or have priority over it. 
The Sudan has been known for many centuries as the 
country of peace and security, but this has ceased to be 
the case during the last few years as security has been 
seriously eroded in cities, towns and in several rural 
areas where we have been witnessing numerous instances 
of armed robbery, politically motivated murder and 
other forms of violence together with widespread and 
ever-increasing trade in arms. 


To deal with these problems, the following is recom- 
mended: 


(a) Strengthening the security forces by proper training, 
the provision of adequate transport and communication 
facilities, modern technological devices for dealing with 
crimes and criminals. Moreover, the terms of services of 
security forces should be improved in order to induce 
recruitment of educated youth. 


(b) Revision of laws and statutes of the security forces 
and other statues with the aim of enhancing the respect 
of law and order. The figure of the policeman on the 
street and the market place should inspire respect for the 
authority of the law. 


(c) Strengthening the frontier guards. 


(d) Speeding up the establishment of local government 
organs. 


(e) The re-establishment of the Native Administration in 
accordance with proper laws and safeguards to protect 
the society from any encroachment on their rights and to 
enable the N.A. to strengthen security, protect the citi- 
zens and collect local taxes. 


The State of the Economy 


-Despite the consensus, during the Transitional Period, 
by political parties, trade unions, businessmen organiza- 
tions, academics and executives in the National Eco- 
nomic Conference (NEC) on the extent and causes of the 
economic problems inherited from the May Regime and 
means of tackling them in the form of policies and 
programmes to be implemented by the elected demo- 
cratic government; and 


-despite the adoption, by the government, of most of 
these measures in its first address to the Constitutional 
Assembly in July 1986; and 


-apart from the significant improvement in agricultural 
production during the last three seasons 
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The general economic situation has continued to deteri- 
orate to levels which are causing deep anxiety and 
concern. The budget and balance of payments deficits 
have not shown the required improvements, foreign debt 
has continued to increase due to failure to pay interest 
and installments and due to additional borrowing, 
investment in new industrial and agricultural undertak- 
ings remains stagnant while industrial production is at 
low levels mainly because of the shortage of imported 
inputs. All this has led to steep rises in prices especially 
of essential consumer goods, the spread of strikes and 
unemployment in all sectors and all levels of the work 
force. 


The government record in implementing the NEC rec- 
ommendations, as accepted by it in July 1986, has not 
matched the seriousness of the economic problems, as 
explicitly admitted by the government in its address to 
the Constituent Assembly in June 1987. The address 
admitted failure to benefit from favourable crop produc- 
tion due to weakness of the export sector and failure to 
improve the transportation system, the inadequacy of 
the distribution channels and the price control institu- 
tions as well as the failure to increase the transfer of 
foreign exchange from Sudanese Working Abroad 
(SWA). Causes of this failure were named by the govern- 
ment to include the Civil War, the disharmony between 
the two major parties, and in the Council of Ministers as 
well as the poor performance of the executive system. All 
these are real problems which must be tackled if the 
government is to succeed in dealing with the failing 
economy. The government should, in addition, pay due 
attention to the following: 


(1) Pursue clear and unwavering economic policies 
instead of the haphazard policies which were the hall- 
mark of the May Regime and which have continued until 
the present. This calls for the implementation of the 
NEC proposal to set up an advisory body under the 
Economic Sector Committee to undertake studies and to 
follow-up implementation of policies. 


(ii) Reorganization and strengthening of all organs of 
economic administration and implementation of the 
NEC proposal of establishing a separate Ministry of 
Planning. There is also a need to re-organize and 
strengthen organs responsible for price control and dis- 
tribution of essential consumer goods and to upgrade the 
capabilities of the cooperative sector. These measures 
may well justify setting up a separate Ministry of Sup- 
plies and Cooperatives. 


(iii) Urgent need io establish the proposed National 
Planning Council, to consider and approve National 
Development Plans and to follow up their implementa- 
tion. The NEC is not an alternative to an independent 
Ministry of Planning, but makes the establishment of 
such a ministry more urgent. 
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(iv) Urgent preparation of the 4-year Salvation Recovery 
and Development Programme as an essential measure 
leading to concerted national effort to uplift the national 
economy from its present state of paralysis. The Pro- 
gramme should concentrate on increasing production 
and productivity and removing bottlenecks in the eco- 
nomic services sector such as transport, communica- 
tions, undoing the serious damage and dislocation in all 
levels of education and should not surrender to narrow 
partisan interests in the geographical or sectoral alloca- 
tion of resources. 


Part Two 
The State of the Economy 


(v) To reform the banking system and to free it from the 
present maladministration corruption and disorder 
which restrict its ability to play its role properly. Mea- 
sures so far taken, such as legal procedures against 
private sector banks and investigation of public sector 
banks are steps in the right direction but are not suffi- 
cient. There is need to reorganize the whole system 
starting with the activation of the Central Bank from its 
present negativity and immorbility, and inducing it to 
play its role properly. There is also need to implement 
the NEC recommendation of reducing the number of 
banks as a means of ensuring that all banks are of 
sufficient size to carry out their tasks adequately and 
extend their branches to all parts of the country, instead 
of concentration in Khartoum and a few major centres. 
In this regard, the government should consider convert- 
ing several banks to become investment banks, to con- 
tribute more to economic development and to widen the 
basis of the national economy. 


(vi) Adoption of new measures to attract more of the 
S.W.A. foreign exchange transfers through official chan- 
nels, starting with the implementation of the measures 
announced by the government in July 1986. The govern- 
ment should also implement the NEC recommendation 
of fixing a special rate of exchange for the S.W.A. 
transfers which would require the abolition of the recent 
government decision of a single rate of exchange. 


There is no need to fear that competition between the 
official and the non-official channels may push up the 
rate of exchange receipts immediately to the importation 
of essential consumer goods and industrial input. The 
government may, at the beginning, resort to subsidizing 
these essential imports by selling foreign exchange to 
importers at a lower rate than the rate paid for the 
S.W.A. transfers. 


(vii) Action to control the wage - price spiral which leads 
to more inflation with its harmful effects on budgets, 
balance of payments and industrial peace. There is 
urgent need to implement the NEC recommendation on 
the ‘Social Contract’ which the government accepted. 
This calls for government undertaking to pursue policies 
and implement measures to control inflation and prices 
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of essential goods, guarantee adequate supplies and to 
link wages to price levels. The Trade Unions on their 
part, would undertake to increase production and coop- 
erate in all spheres required to improve productivity, 
refrain from excessive pressures for wage increases and 
limit the use of the strike weapon. 


(4) Population Movements, Migrations and Refugees 


Some of the chronic problems of the Sudan are caused by 
its long borders with 8 neighbouring countries where the 
influx of migrants and refugees, escaping from civil wars, 
tribal fightings, famines, epidemics and unemployment, 
continue unabated due to the weakness of the security 
forces especially the frontier guards. The problem was 
accentuated in the past by the May Regime encouraging 
the influx of refugees as a means of cheap propaganda as 
well as for the chance of misappropriating international 
aid designed for the refugees. 


The problem is further accentuated by the movement of 
Sudanese to urban centres due to the unbalanced devel- 
opment policies. This situation has deteriorated seri- 
ously due to the civil war, famine, desertification, and 
poor administration, absence of the native administra- 
tion and unemployment. A serious consequence is the 
complete abandonment of production in many rural 
areas, and the concentration of population around the 
major cities with the inevitable outcome of the spread of 
shanty towns, illegal housing, diseases and crime due to 
the absence of control and of essential services. 


The government’s recent decision to set up a special 
agency to deal with these migrants should be com- 
mended. The agency must take urgent action to return 
these people to their original districts by removing the 
causes which led to their movement or otherwise arrange 
for their temporary resettlement in areas where they can 
resume productive activities and provided them with the 
means for doing so. 


Statutes, rules and other measures for granting Sudanese 
nationality need to be revised, and all cases of persons 
granted nationality status during the last 10 years must 
be carefully re-examined. 


(5) Weakness of Government Institutions 
Introduction 


Despotic regimes maintain their authority and influence 
by repressive means and accordingly pay the greatest 
attention to instruments of repression. Democratic 
regimes, on the other hand, derive their authority from 
the will of the people in conditions where law and order 
are maintained, liberties are safeguarded and basic needs 
are satisfied. It is regrettable that in spite of the substan- 
tial support received in the last elections by the govern- 
ment parties, the government’s authority does not match 
its sizeable majority in the Constituent Assembly due to 
its inability to take courageous decisions which are 
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required to contain and overcome major problems. 
Indeed, the government is often absent where the people 
face serious problems in their living conditions, in their 
security and in the quality of education, health and in 
other areas of essential services. All these shortcomings 
are the inevitable outcome of the ineffectiveness of the 
organs of government inherited from the May Regime, 
as outlined in the government address to the Assembly in 
July 1986. As a result, the government influence and 
authority has eroded and enabled the opposition to 
exaggerate the weakness, and ineffectiveness of the gov- 
ernment and naturally encourages conspiracies against 
democracy. This erosion has also been helped by mal- 
practices and inadequate performance of some govern- 
ment institutions and major political parties as well as by 
the failure to effect administrative reforms and the 
implementation of the proposed regional and local gov- 
ernment systems. 


Some of the major problem areas may be briefly outlined 
as follows: 


Weakness of the Legislature 


A major weakness is the negligence of the Constituent 
Assembly to perform its basic role in seriously tackling 
the problems of the country and in the development of 
democratic practices to standards demanded by the 
seriousness of these problems. The responsibility for this 
state of affairs falls squarely on the two major political 
parties who must take appropriate corrective measures if 
they are - as we hope - serious about preserving our gains 
in freedom and democracy. The Assembly should seri- 
ously tackle the problem of repeated failures to hold its 
meeting due to lack of quorum, and should urgently 
appoint its specialised committees to assist the govern- 
ment in dealing with the various problems. It must, 
furthermore, be always kept in mind that the serious 
hardships felt by the citizens, the civil war, the disloca- 
tion of the economy, all call for the Assembly, the 
executive and the political parties to set a proper exam- 
ple to the citizens in self-denial and belt-tightening and 
sacrifice. 


Inadequate Cooperation Among Coalition Parties 


The sizeable majority gained by the two major parties, at 
first, raised hopes of a strong and coherent government, 
capable of tackling the serious problems which pre- 
vailed, especially as tlie coalition of the two parties could 
provide the essential safeguards against the return of 
dictatorship. However, this did not happen as the coali- 
tion remained shakey and unstable, which weakened the 
government’s ability to accomplish and opens the way 
for attempts to destroy the democratic system. 


Liberal multi-party democracy was chosen on gaining 
independence and again after the October Revolution. 
But the results were not encouraging due to inherent 
weaknesses in the political parties mainly because they 
are not democratically organised, lack philosophies 
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which unite their members or reform programmes dem- 
ocratically devised with sets of priorities for their imple- 
mentation. The parties also lack meaningful links 
between leaders and the rank and file. Due to these 
weaknesses the country fell twice under military dicta- 
torship, and fell behind many other countries which lack 
the economic and human resources with which our 
country is endowed. Now that liberal democracy has 
been chosen for the third time, we must do all that is 
possible to stick to it and strengthen its foundation with 
a real sense of responsibility and disciplined behaviour. 
These call for the following: 


(a) The re-organization of our parties on proper demo- 
cratic lines with measures for real and effective partici- 
pation of members in regular meetings and in the elec- 
tion or replacement of leaders. Attention must also be 
paid to strengthening links between leaders and mem- 
bers. Such practices should lead to narrowing the differ- 
ences in the attitudes and policies of the major parties as 
there are no major differences in the interest and aspi- 
rations of the supporters of those parties. 


(b) Parties should also move towards widening their 
membership as a means of strengthening their national 
character and reduce their excessive reliance on religious 
or regional allegiances, and should also attract more 
members among the educated as a means of strengthen- 
ing their capabilities in devising and implementing pro- 
grammes. 


Weakness at the Executive Level 


The government declared, in July 1986, its intention to 
reform and clean up the executive organs but admitted 
in June 1987 its inability to do much in spite of admit- 
ting the seriousness of the situation. This was in spite of 
the many committees which have been formed since the 
April Uprising and the many recommendations put 
forward in addition to the recommendations of the NEC 
on administrative reforms. We strongly urge that 
reforms should not be delayed any longer, should be 
radical and cover all areas, including the civil service, 
security forces, public sector corporations and the 
regional and local government. 


We also believe that more conferences, seminars and 
symposiums will only lead to more slogans and more 
theoretical proposals which cannot be applied easily. It 
would be wiser for the government to set up an admin- 
istrative reform committee with executive powers, con- 
sisting of full-time and part-time experts and experi- 
enced members. The committee could prepare a set of 
priorities, and when approved by the Council of Minis- 
ters, carry out studies and supervise the implementation 
of its recommendations as soon as it is approved by the 
Council of Ministers. The Committee should have pow- 
ers to form sub-committees and appoint experts from 
within or outside the Sudan, and should be given suffi- 
cient time to carry out its task, of at least 5 years - which 
may be extended, if needed. 
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(6) The Foreign Policy 


Foreign policy 1s considered as a separate item because it 
faces serious problems and because, if properly handled, 
it can bring great advantages to the country. As the 
country faces serious economic dislocation with the 
external debt equaling the equivalent of our national 
income in several years and as we face a major civil war 
and foreign aggression, our foreign policy should be 
directed towards strengthening our capability to tackle 
these serious challenges and problems. 


At the outset we should commend the positive role 
played by the Transitional Govern nent in reconstruct- 
ing our external relations, by returning to non-aligned 
and balanced foreign policy which led to the re-establish- 
ment of friendly relations with all countries antagonized 
by the May Regime. The decision of the elected demo- 
cratic government to confirm our adherence to non- 
aligned policies must also be supported as well as the 
government’s efforts to establish friendly relations with 
all countries of the world. It is, however, to be regretted 
that differences among political parties especially the 
two major parties on some issues of foreign policy in 
addition to the intensified regional clashes in the Arab 
and African regimes had their negative effects which 
distorted the required balance in our external relations. 
It is to be hoped that the government shall correct this 
situation. 


On the basis of the above, we recommend that the 
government give due to attention to the following: 


(a) A thorough review of the foreign policy on the basis 
of a careful and exhaustive study in which all parties 
should participate with the aim of reaching some con- 
sensus on the basic issues and on the clear and specific 
objectives of the foreign policy which should bind all 
parties especially the government parties who should 
support parties who should support the declared policies 
and refrain from any action or statement which weakens 
or conflicts with the agreed policies. 


(b) Confirmation of positive neutrality, without pre- 
judice to national interest in terms of national security 
and economic development. 


(c) With this understanding, due attention must be paid 
to cooperation with the non-aligned group of countries 
and to our commitment to the basic principles of non- 
alignment. Within this group, closer relations should be 
established with neighbouring countries, especially with 
the Nile Valley countries; Egypt, Ethiopia, Uganda, 
Zaire and Tanzania. Relations with these countries are 
vital due to the place of the two Niles as the source of life 
and development and to issues of national security and 
economic and cultural relations. 





JPRS-NEA-88-032 
4 MAY 1988 


(d) With the “Red Sea Security” and with the countries 
overlooking the sea, extending to the Arab Guif, we have 
vital economic interests as well as close cultural and 
spiritual ties which lend additional importance to these 
relations and call for special efforts to maintain and 
strengthen them. 


(e) Our closer association w:th both the Arab and African 
group of countries places upon us the additional respon- 
sibility of a leading role in strengthening the political, 
economic and security cooperation between these two 


groups. 


(f) Sudanese diplomacy should concentrate more on 
economic diplomacy as a means of serving better the 
economic development needs of the country and of 
activating the role of the Sudan in the efforts of the 
international community to establish a new and just 
international economic order. 


(g) With respect to our relations with the two super 
powers, we must stick to our policy of positive neutrality 
and confine our relations with them to issues of mutual 
interests. 


(h) We should refra.n from policies of narrow groupings 
and alliances and snould not allow our closer relations 
with any individual country to be at the expense of our 
relations with other countries - especially sister countries 
which help us at present or may help us in future in case 
of need. We should also avoid involvement in acute 
conflicts among friendly and sister countries. 


(i) Our condemnation and stand against all forms of 
terrorism and [not further identified], whatever their 
source, should be categorical. This shall not obviously 
prejudice our full support for all freedom movements in 
their just struggle against colonialism and racial discrim- 
ination. 


(j) To effect prover foreign policy planning and execu- 
tion the MFA should be reorganized and strengthened 
with respect to specifying its functions, organization of 
its divisions and outlining the basis of determining 
foreign representation. In this regard there is need to pay 
due attention to research, studies and policy planning as 
important factors in the evaluation of policies and deter- 
mination of new policies in the face of changing circum- 
stances or unexpected developments. 


In this regard, we welcome the government decision to 
re-organize the MFA and the intention to rationalize the 
foreign representation system as an essential means of 
building up an effective Sudanese diplomacy capable of 
satisfying national objectives. 


Conclusion 


It was not our intention in preparing this memorandum 
to cover all current problems of the Sudan. We realize 
that the agricultural and industrial production sectors, 
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transportation, communication, power sectors and the 
social services sector, suffer from serious problems 
which weaken their capabilities. We have not dealt with 
these as we chose to concentrate our attention on what 
we consider to be the cardinal security, economic, 
administrative and political problems which need to be 
tackled before meaningful attempts are made to deal 
with other areas. We do not consider the solutions we are 
proposing to be exhaustive, new, or original solutions 
which are unknown to the government. Indeed, many of 
these proposals have appeared in one form or another, in 
government statements and programmes, but were not 
effectively applied as a means of arresting the continual 
deterioration in the general conditions. Indeed, it is the 
feilure of the government, in this regard, which has 
caused us to worry about the future of our country 
generally and the future of the democratic system in 
particular, and led us to present this memorandum as a 
practical expression of support for all honest and serious 
efforts directed towards removing these dangers which 
confront us. 


We believe that the first step to overcome these problems 
should consist of serious efforts to remove factors which 
limit the effectiveness of the government organs, move 
towards ending the destructive civil war and implemen- 
tation of the 4-year Salvation Recovery and Develop- 
ment Programme, with wide popular support and par- 
ticipation of all political parties and other democratic 
institutions and with the mobilization of mzss support 
similar to that which accompi ted the regaining of 
Kurmuk and Gissan. 


If we seriously wish, and before that if the government 
seriously wishes, to put an end to this state of affairs and 
transform our weaknesses into strength, then our main 
weapon should be detachment, seriousness, and deter- 
mination in stating our objectives, in our actions as well 
as in our efforts to eradicate corruption and corrupt 
elements and to defeat forces working to destroy our 
National Unity and to keep our economy in disarray. 


It is time for the government to move forward and lead 
the nation in the reconstruction of its security and 
stability on lines which this memorandum has tried to 
draw. 


May God Almighty help us all in our efforts to serve the 
interests of our country and fellow countrymen. 


/12223 
SYRIA 


Officials Review Bulgaria’s Role in Oil, Mineral 
Industries 

44040144a Damascus AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 

1] Mar 88 p 4 


[Text] Yesterday Dr Sabah Bugqjah-ji, minister of state 
for planning, received at his office Bulgarian officials 
Yonchevy, first assistant minister of mining, and Petrov, 
first assistant minister of building and construction. 
They were accompanied by the Bulgarian ambassador in 
Damascus. 


‘ 
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The guests discussed their tour of Syrian regions where 
Bulgarian firms are operating, especially in the sector of 
exploration for gas. They reviewed the progress of those 
projects, made technical remarks on operations, and 
discussed cooperation in various sectors, especially gas, 
oil, and cement. 


They also discussed certain technical aspects of project 
implementation under protocols between the two coun- 
tries, and exchanged views on opportunities for bolster- 
ing economic cooperation in agriculture and industry as 
well as the means of encouraging and expanding coop- 
eration between the two countries. 


In a similar development, Dr Matanyus Habib, minister 
of oil and mineral resources, received y«sterday a Bul- 
garian delegation headed by the deputy minister of 
heavy industry and accompanied by the minister at the 
Bulgarian Embassy in Damascus. 


They reviewed Syrian-Bulgarian cooperation in various 
sectors, especially oil, and discussed the progress of 
Bulgarian projects in Syria, especially the development 
of gas production at the Jabsah oil fields. 


The two parties resolved to surmount obstacles to the 
projects and to bolster cooperation between the two 
countries, especially in the oil sector. 


The minister later received the Turkish ambassador in 
Damascus and discussed avenues of bilateral coopera- 
tion, especially in regard to developing oil and mineral 
resources. 


12945/6091 


Lack of Imported Material Cripples Metal, 
Electric Industries 

44040144b Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 

22 Feb 88 p 3 


[Article by Nadim Wahid Hatim] 


[Text] The convention of Electrical and Mineral Indus- 
tries Workers was held in Damascus. It was attended by 
representatives of some 21 union committees in the 
firms and companies of the private and the public 
sectors. 


No one is in the dark regarding the circumstances which 
plague mineral and electric production in the companies 
of the public and the private sectors; those circumstances 
result from the fact that most of the companies in 
question rely on imported raw materials which lately 
have diminished in quantity. This [situation] has 
affectec .ne industrial potential of such industrial firms, 
as well as the social status of workers: for work stoppage 
did away with monetary incentives that bolstered their 
incomes. 
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Thus the discussions and debates among the workers 
during the convention dealt with various aspects of 
production in these industrial firms as well as the status 
of employees. 


A report to the convention, as well as worker discussions, 
indicate that the workers, due to the lack of raw materi- 
als, are depending on their personal efforts to keep those 
facilities in operation, and have taken the following 
initiatives: 


1. Create domestic production lines, and employ local 
skills in producing spare parts to use instead of imported 
ones. 


2. Reduce the use of imported raw material and, as far as 
possible, minimize wasteful consumption of what is 
actually available. 


3. Search for domestic substitutes to imported material. 
4. Re-circulate or trade in used or sub-par material. 


5. Continue to manufe :ture substitute products in order 
to re-employ laid-off workers. 


Some facilities, such as al-Nasr and Burdi, have contin- 
ued to operate even though not at the desired capacity. 


The General Company for Mineral Industries (Burdi) 
was able to attain only 23 percent of its planned produc- 
tion for 1987. Similarly, the Syrian Arab Company for 
Electronics (al-Nasr) could only reach 20 percent of its 
planned production. 


The Sircotil company had no new contracts and there- 
fore no production objectives; it merely engaged in 
wrapping up a previous contract currently nearing com- 
pletion. 


In view of this situation, the workers emphasized that 
better ways are needed for the ideal operation of these 
plants. A report to the convention by the Union of 
Electrical and Mineral Industries Workers said that 
worker efforts to keep the facilities operating, save 
foreign exchange, and reduce the import of material do 
not obviate the need for foreign exchange and for ensur- 
ing supplies of the raw materials needed by the facilities 
where production has ceased. 


The workers, through their union and their locals, call 
upon responsible officials not to look upon the electrical 
and mineral industries as luxuries and to pay them 
greater attention. The citizens resort to various means to 
obtain these products even at much higher prices. The 
workers furthermore believe that keeping those plants 
operating means profits to bolster the country’s treasury. 


The workers see a correlation between higher production 
and increase in material incentives, collective contracts, 
and other monetary rewards. This works both ways since | 
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an increase in production should result in a correspond- 
ing increase in material rewards for the worker. By the 
same token, an increase in incentives is translated into 
an increase in productivity. 


The union report emphasized that the toiling masses and 
the working class have a basic right to enjoy various 
social services, and that union leadership is giving this 
matter great importance because of its positive impact 
on developing a bond between workers and their work, 
stimulating productivity, realizing potential, and devel- 
Oping initiative. 


The workers underlined the importance of continuously 
developing social services in the areas of housing, cloth- 
ing. food, and health needs. There were several discus- 
sions and questions on the subiect. 


In the field of health services, the workers emphasized 
the need to provide dental services at the union’s clinic. 
They also claimed that they are being charged for X-rays 
more than the company reimburses, and asked that these 
charges be reduced. 


Some workers also demanded that they be allowed, at 
minimal cost, to seek treatment with specialist physi- 
cians who are not members of the pool since doctors who 
are pool members frequently refuse to treat sick workers. 


Some workers also demanded that procedures for work- 
er’s compensation be simplified in order to lighten the 
load on injured workers who have to keep shuttling 
between the police station and the office of social ser- 
vices instead of getting the rest they badly need. 


Some workers also demanded a review of the services 
provided by the social assistance fund, in order to 
augment the financial aid extended in cases of marriage, 
birth, or death to a level more commensurate with the 
prevailing prices and the cost of living. 


The workers also emphasized that their income taxes 
need to be re-evaluated since they are taxed at rates 
higher than those for some better-paid segments of 
society. 


The workers also demanded that social security and 
social assistance funds be invested in worker facilities 
such as houses, hospitals, clinics, clubs, etc. 


The workers, in their report as well as deliberations, 
emphasized the need to develop unionism by strength- 
ening Organizational structures. They reaffirmed adher- 
ence to guidance from the leader, Hafiz al-Asad, who has 
been diligent in mobilizing the working class and encour- 
aging initiative within the framework of democracy, 
collective effort, and true representation to promote the 
interests of our working class. 
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The report and discussions of the Union of Electrical and 
Mineral Industries Workers revealed that organizational 
activity in 1987 included meetings, field trips to visit 
union committees, workers, and management offices. 
Thus a close look was taken at various economic, social, 
and organizational probiems. Severa! meetings were also 
held with managers, technicians, and specialists to dis- 
Cuss initiatives, studies, and experiments which pro- 
moted worker participation, leading to good results that 
impact positively on our productivity and on the social 
and organizational situation of our workers. 


Workers made numerous suggestions and recommenda- 
tions pertaining to organization, culture, economics, 
legislation, and social affairs. 


12945/6091 


Oil Workers Convention Reports Failure To 
Reach Goals 

44040144c Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 

22 Feb 88 p 3 


{Article by Muhammad al-Rifa’i: ““Absorption by the 
Working Class of the Concept of Political Unionism 
Denotes Rise of Political Awareness Among Our 
Workers.”’] 


[Text] Profundity and depth characterized reports, pre- 
sentations, and discussions at annual labor union con- 
ventions this year. As a whole, they discussed and 
proposed solutions to work problems; they demanded 
that means of production be assured and that work pians 
and their progress be under watchful control; they under- 
scored shortcomings and ways of dealing with them in 
order to maintain, increase, and improve production. In 
as much as possible, they sought locally manufactured 
substitutes in order to diligently travel down the road to 
rationalization and self-sufficiency. 


—The spirit of democracy and a sense of responsibility 
also characterized this year’s convention. Most evident, 
however, was absorption by the working class of the 
concept of “political unionism” and their emphasis on 
honorable fundamental national attitudes. 


—7TISHRIN covered the annual convention of the oil 
workers union held in Damascus on 15 February 1988 
and attended by the minister of oil, Dr Matanyus Habib, 
and a number of general managers, union locals, and a 
representative of the Damascus Workers Association. 


—The general report presented to the convention 
reviewed productivity and working conditions and the 
status of workers at the Syrian O:1 Company, the General 
Geological Organization, and the Fuel Company. 


—Noteworthy was an initiative by union leadership 
inviting the Working Woman Committee to attend the 
sessions, and inviting some veteran unionists to take part 
in convention activity. 
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-—Mrs Hiyam al-Jurd, representing the Working Woman 
Committee, called for more day-care centers and nurs- 
eries at job sites to provide women with peace of mind. 
She also called for equal opportunities for women. 


—Mr Mahmud Shaykhah, representing veteran union- 
ists, thanked union leadership for this initiative, saying: 
“You show us that we have not been forgotten.” He also 
called for improvements in working conditions. 


—The general report was comprehensive and complete 
with tables; those tables indicated implementation, pro- 
ductivity, and the causes of poor performance. A sum- 
mary follows: 


The report began by surveying the status of production, 
working conditions, and workers at the Syrian Oil Com- 
pany. It pointed out that the company fell short of its 
goals with production at 98.8 percent, exploration at 97 
percent, and work on the gas utility project generally at 
70 percent even though the company was able to surpass 
planning goals in other areas. The report blamed this 
performance on the shortage of supplies and the lack of 
credit for spare parts. It said that because foreign 
exchange was not made available, the company suffered 
severe shortages in necessary supplies; production was 
therefore adversely affected. It forecast that conditions 
would worsen as the few remaining supplies are con- 
sumed. 


The report said that the situation, notwithstanding 
obstacles, could be alleviated if steps were taken to 
ensure vital supplies. 


—Deliberations of Local No 6 at the Syrian Oil Com- 
pany were very exhaustive and dealt in detail with 
supply shortages which caused operations to cease at 
certain wells. they said that workers at the company 
turned into functionaries writing memos about the dif- 
ficult conditions. 


—Engineer Dr ‘Ali Jubran, director general of the com- 
pany, called on the convention to focus its recommen- 
dations on the basic issues which deal with providing the 
necessary supplies. He said it was unacceptable that one 
company ensure supplies for another when it is suffering 
shortages itself. He added that since it began operations 
in the fifties, the oil sector has invested 6 billion Syrian 
liras and generated products valued at 65 billion liras, 
which means an | |-fold return on every lira invested. He 
also called for special oil legislation. 


—The report also dealt with the company’s productivity 
and exploration activity. Its tables indicated a lag in 
productivity attributed to: 


A shortage of samples resulting from similarities in 
geological and meteorological formations; 


Delay or obstruction in excavations due to the nature of 
earth layers: 
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An 8-day blackout at the Latakiyah marble plant. 


—The local, in its deliberations, demanded union repre- 
sentation on the board of directors. The local president 
said that unions are frequently kept at arm’s length from 
areas where they should be represented. 


Productivity-wise, the Fuel Company fared better than 
the Syrian Oil Company or the General Geological 
Organization. It was able to supply domestic markets 
with gasoline and heavy oil, thereby avoiding any severe 
shortages this year. This was helped, according to the 
report, by higher fuel prices and lower consumption. 


However, the Fuel Company’s oil production was only at 
45 percent because the oil mixing plant at the Hims 
refinery was unable to meet its production goals. 


Deliberations of the Fuel Company local pointed out 
that the private sector exploited the situation by refining 
used oils for resale at high prices. It demanded that the 
Ministry of Industry and Supply institute effective con- 
trols on private sector plants to examine their products, 
set quality standards, and impose price controls on sales 
of oils to farmers and equipment owners. It also 
demanded that such operations be taken \over by the 
public sector. 


—Deliberations of the 10 locals that represent workers at 
the various locations of the company’s three branches 
were centered on two main issues: 


1. The shortage of items for which there are no domestic 
substitutes such as machinery, spare parts, and tires (lack 
of which has rendered trucks inoperable) for heavy 
equipment. 


2. The undisputed economic importance of the oil sector 
and a call for special legislation to govern its operations 
in much the same manner as now exists in certain Arab 
and Eastern European countries. The convention made a 
recommendation to thai effect. 


—Deliberations emphasized the importance of looking 
after the workers, their health, their occupational safety, 
their industrial security; they also emphasized the need 
to provide good clothing for them and adequate fire- 
fighting equipment at certain job sites. 


—There are demands that exemption from income taxes 
be raised to 1,000 liras, that family compensation be 
raised to 100 liras per person, and that cost of living 
increases be incorporated into salaries. 


—Dr Matanyus Habib, minister of oil and mineral 
resources, commended the proposals which generally 
dealt with providing production supplies. He said those 
proposals indicated a high degree of awareness and 
commitment by the working class. He emphasized his 
ministry's keenness to implement President Hafiz al- 
Asad’s guidelines which state that “it is our charge to 
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protect the interests of the working class, for those 
interests are our sacred duty, and ihe working class is the 
most important production asset.” 


The minister added: “The ministry as well as oil industry 
managers and workers are all members of the same team. 
The time is past when workers were the enemy of their 
employer, because you are now both employers and 
employees.” 


The minister promised the convention that all recom- 
mendations dealing with the ministry would definitely 
be implemented, and that recommendations dealing 
with higher authorities would be presented in the name 
of the ministry. He also reaffirmed the principle of 
reward and accountability, saying the majority of min- 
istry employees agreed with him on that score. 


12945/6091 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Orders To Construct New Military Housing 
44040148c Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 7 Mar 88 p 1 


[Text] Dubayy—WAM—In accordance with the direc- 
tives of the crown prince, His Royal Highness Shaykh 
Maktum bin-Rashid al-Maktum, vice chairman “f ‘he 
Council of Ministers, His Highness Shaykh Muharimad 
bin-Rashid ai-Maktum, Minister of Defense and Chief of 
Police and Security in Dubayy, ordered the implemen- 
tation of a project to construct 400 housing units for 
non-commissioned officers and personnel of the Dubayy 


police. 


This noble action was taken out of appreciation for 
policemen, from the everlasting desire to provide them 
with an honorable living and provide for their social 
needs and those of their families, so that they can live in 
a stable, peaceful family atmosphere in order to dedicate 
their efforts and utilize their energies to serve their 
people and country 7nd protect its security and stability. 


On this occasion, Maj Dahi Khalfan Tamim, the general 
commander of the Dubayy Police, told WAM that this 
construction project will assure appropriate housing for 
400 non-commissioned officers and Dubayy police per- 
sonnel and their families. It will also save them the 
effort, expense, and burden of locating suitable housing. 


Maj Tamim stated that the Dubayy police command had 
previously completed 400 similar housing units which 
were allotted to eligible police personnel. In this regard, 
he emphasized that His Royal Highness Shaykh Maktum 
bin-Rashid always desires to provide comfort, stability, 
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and an honorable living to the men who dedicate them- 
selves to the service of their country and society. This 
indicates the concern of His Royal Highness and his 
unlimited caring and support for the Dubayy Police and 
those working for it. 


The general commander of the Dubayy Police expressed 
his appreciation and gratitude to His Royal Highness 
Shaykh Maktum bin-Rashid al-Maktum. 


He also expressed his thanks to His Highness Shaykh 
Muhammad binRashid al-Maktum, who is constantly 
supporting and raising the morale of security personnel, 
thus enabling them to carry out their duties to the fullest 
extent. The general commander indicated that His High- 
ness is constantly ordering the provision of anything 
which contributes to developing the security agencies 
and providing them with modern, advanced systems and 
equipment so that they can carry out the mission with 
they have been charged. 


Maj Dahi Khalfan stated that His Highness Shaykh 
Muhammad bin-Rashid, ordered the expeditious imple- 
mentation of the directives of His Royal Highness 
Shaykh Maktum bin-Rashid al-Maktum, regarding the 
completion of this large housing project. His Highness 
also ordered that the project be implemented by national 
companies specialized in construction operations in 
order to encourage companies which support and stim- 
ulate the national economy. 


The general commander of the Dubayy police empha- 
sized that the directives provide for the first project of its 
type—in terms of size and cost—to be implemented by 
the Dubayy Police through six national companies, 
which will begin work immediately in order to complete 
the project within 15 months. The construction will be 
carried out in the areas of Jumayrah and Qusays. Each 
housing unit wili have three bedrooms, a sitting room, 
and furniture. The major indicated that the distribution 
of these units will be on the basis of seniority. 


In his concluding remarks, the general commander »f the 
Dubayy Police urged the officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and police personnel to repay the honor 
bestowed upon them by His Royal Highness Shaykh 
Maktum bin-Rashid al-Maktum, by exerting great and 
selfless efforts in carrying out their national duty, dedi- 
cating their energics and operational and scientific abil- 
ities to the service of their country and people. He also 
urged them to meet their commanders’ expectations and 
to continue being soldiers who are vigilant regarding the 
security and stability of their society. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


Modjaddedi on Resignation, Differences With 
*‘Fundamentalists’ 

46190011 Paris LIBERATION in French 

10 Mar 88 p i8 


[Bernard Delpuech interviews Sebgatullah Modjaddedi, 
leader of the National Liberation Front of Afghanistan.] 


[Text] Yesterday, the seventh day of the Geneva negoti- 
ations berween Afghanistan and Pakistan, Kabul slightly 
raised the tone . Although it claimed being ready to 
remain as long as it would take to reach an agreement, 
the Afghan minister of Foreign Affairs, Abdul Wakil, 
declared that his country would not give up Soviet 
military aid “even after the Soviet troops’ withdrawal.” 
In addition, according to Sebgatullah Modjaddedi, the 
Mujahidin leader who resigned from the Seven Rebel 
Parties Alliance last Tuesday, the unyielding position of 
Pakistan, which supports “the fundamentalist parties of 
the resistance,” makes for difficult negotiations. Mod- 
jaddedi, the leader of the National Liberation Front of 
Afghanistan, a moderate faction within the Alliance, 
explained that his departure was due to the pressures of 
these “hard line supporters.” In an interview conducted 
by the International Bureau of Afghanistan (BIA) in 
Paris, he explained the differences which have set the 
rebels against each others over the past few months. 


[Question] Why are you resigning? 


[Answer] For two reasons: The most important decisions 
for the future of Afghanistan are made exclusively by a 
few Alliance leaders and the four fundamentalist parties; 
no one bothers about the opinions of 15 million Afghans. 
Seven leaders cannot decide for the Afghans. I proposed 
that the Mujahidin’s interim government (Editor’s Note: 
The Alliance opt in favor of forming a government 
excluding the representatives of the Kabul regime) be the 
result oi a collective decision of the Afghan nation 
achieved through a “‘loya jirgah” (a traditional as-~ nbly 
conform to Afghan customs) which would gather guer- 
rilla commandants, intellectuals and religious leaders. 


For the last 9 years, my party, the National Liberation 
Front of Afghanistan, has been treated unfairly when it 
cumes to the allocation of material and military aid: Our 
share is only 4 percent, sometimes 2. Who called for a 
“jihad?” In 1978, I sent a letter to the 28 provinces of the 
country in protest against the Kabul regime. Today, I no 
longer have the means to send them arms, consequently 
the commandants turn to the Jamiat. I am convinced 
that if the government fails to be supported by the 
people, we will have a blood bath in Afghanistan. 


[Question] Why are you resigning at this moment, in the 
middle of the Geneva negotiations? Is not your resigna- 
tion an ill-timed blow against the already politically 
weak resistance? 
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[Answer] We are nearing the end of the struggle: The 
Russians are going to withdraw. We must make good 
decisions. Now, the Pakistani want to give a fundamen- 
talist solution to the Afghan problem by favoring the 
four extremist parties of the Alliance, which will finish 
destroying Afghanistan. We have already lost over | 
million of our people. That is enough! 


[Question] Do you acknowledge that you are not facili- 
tating the work of the Pakistani who are defending 
setting up an interim government? 


[Answer] The concept of an interim government is good, 
but the nature of the government involved must be 
known. That government, I repeat, must have the 
Afghans’ support. Seven parties cannot decide for them: 
What do we do with the Shiites? They are 2 or 3 million 
of them and they are not Khomeyni’s supporters, but 
Afghans. 


[Question] Are you counting on the support of the other 
two moderate parties of the Allliance or did you take this 
decision alone? 


[Answer] I know they share my views, namely, that we 
must call a “loya jirgah” in order to set up an interim 
government. I hope they will join me, but I am first of all 
a man of principle and solitude has often been my 
companion throughout my life. 


[Question] Are not you setting yourself up to have 
problems with the Pakistani authorities? 


[Answer] I am not forgetting the most important factor: 
Their support of the Afghans for the past 9 years. 
However, I differ with them on some issues and I canno: 
accept these differences: 30 years ago, when relations 
between Kabul and Pakistan were cool because of Pash- 
tunistan, my family and I took position in favor of 
Pakistan saying that, if Kabul went to war against 
Pakistan on that issue, well, I would become a Pakistani. 
They have not forgotten it, but, by supporting the 
fundamentalists, they are now working against their own 
interest. We cannot accept to be the fundamentalists’ 
slaves. 


[Question] What do you mean by fundamentalists? 


[Answer] They are extremists, fanatics who want to 
appropriate the struggle of an entire people. Their 
uncompromising attitude is unacceptable. I will give you 
two examples: Whereas we are receiving most of our aid 
from the United States, according to them, they could 
not shake Reagan’s hand. A very large majority supports 
our cause at the United Nations, but when the UN 
mediator comes to Peshawar, they refuse to meet with 
him. Who killed the journalists and the members of the 
humanitarian missions to Afghanistan? The people of 
the free world must know the truth. \What would happen 
the day these parties would hold the power in Kabul? 
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These parties accuse us of supporting former king Zaher 
Shah and playing into Soviet hand. There is not one 
person among the fundamentalists who suffered more 
than I did during Zaher Shah’s reign: I spent years in 
prison. However, should the Afghans wished today for 
his return, we must respect their wish and not think 
solely of our personal interest. 


[Question] Is it possible today , as you advocate it, to 
organize a “loya jirgah?” 


[Answer] It suffices to gather one representative from 
each organization for each of the provinces, including 
the Shiites, who will be joined by the religious leaders, 
intellectuals, etc. They would be 1,000 to 1,500 people: It 
is not an overwhelming task, if one has the will to 
succeed. I have reiterated this several times, no one 
listens. What can be done? 


[Question] What results do you expect from Geneva? 


[Answer] The Pakistanis can sign with the Kabul puppet 
government by adding an addendum according to which 
the interim government must be set up following the 
start of the Soviet withdrawal. 
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Country Reportedly Plundered After 9 Years of 
Occupation 

Paris LE NOUVEL ECONOMISTE in French 

19 Feb 88 p 20 


[Article by Martine Royo: “Afghanistan Plundered by 
the Soviets”’] 


[Text] Hope in the West: Mikhail Gorbachev announced 
that the Red Army was preparing to withdraw from 
Afghanistan. George Shultz and Eduard Shevardnadze 
are ready to discuss the issue in Moscow, from 21 to 23 
February, on the occasion of the preparation of the 
Reagan-Gorbachev summit. There is skepticism among 
the leaders of the Afghan resistance: Major Golham 
Hassan Khan Karokhel, the resistance leader for the 
Kabul region, who was in Paris early this week, recalled: 
“We have heard so many beautiful speeches since Brezh- 
nev.” His goal was to warn the westerners about a 
possible Soviet “ruse,” while preparing the rebuilding of 
his ruined country for the day when 5 million Afghans, 3 
million of whom sought refuge in Pakistan and 2 million 
in Iran, will want to come home. A diplomat confirmed: 
“Afghanistan is a devastated country in which the Sovi- 
ets carried out a scorched-earth policy in many regions.” 
Beside the impressive exodus of its population, over | 
million Afghans died in the course of 8 years of occupa- 
tion. This country, which had a population of 14 million 
inhabitants in 1978, now nur.bers only 6 to 7 million, 
half of whom took refuge in towns in order to escape 
bombs and napalm. The population of Kabul, the capi- 
tal, rose from 300,000 to 3 million inhabitants. Accord- 
tug to a western observer, these “refugees” from the 
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interior now make up a population of idlers and beggars 
who are living “in abject poverty.”’ To be sure, Afghan- 
istan was never a wealthy country: Its per capita GNP 
did not exceed $275 prior to 1979, but no one there died 
of hunger. 


Agriculture, the primary wealth of the country prior to 
the Soviet invasion late in 1979, lacks workers when it is 
not completely abandoned. Gas production, the other 
great wealth of the country, has been practically confis- 
cated by Moscow. The deposits located close to the 
Uzbekistan border had been developed by Soviet tech- 
nicians prior to the invasion and the counters are located 
in Soviet territory. Production is difficult to estimate 
vecause of this: From 2.6 bi!lion cubic meters in 1977, it 
i$ Said to have dropped to 2.4 billion cubic meters in 
1985. Western observers, however, judge this figure to be 
lower than the reality and they suspect Moscow of 
having taken advantage of the occupation to serve itself 
more generously. Soviet statistics show that the gas share 
of Afghan exports to the Soviet Union, which was 52 
percent in 1980, rose to 85 percent in 1984. This tends to 
prove that, in view of the impoverishment of his neigh- 
bor, the Soviet Union is increasingly paying itself with 
gas. But there is worse: Everything leads to believe that 
the price of that gas arrives simply as a deduction of the 
annual bill that the Soviets submit to the Afghans for 
“the international aid supplied at the request of the 
legitimate Kabul government.” During a visit to India, 
Gankousky, a member of a Soviet delegation, made 
some statements to local journalists, which corroborates 
this argument: “By supplying us this gas, Afghanistan 
pays us each one of our expenses. To this must be added 
fruits, pelts and cotton. 


“Exploitation. A piece of bluff?” It would undoubtedly 
be in the interest of the person in charge of the Middle 
East department at the Institute of Eastern Studies at the 
Academy of Sciences to hint that the Red Army was not 
in a hurry to withdraw. To be sure, it is true that this war 
is not costing Moscow too much money ($2 to $3 billion 
annually according to American estimates) and that 
Soviet soldiers are poorly fed and paid. “Otherwise, why 
would they sell their weapons and uniforms to get 
money,” wonders Olivier Roy, a specialist of the Afghan 
problem. It is therefure conceivable that most of the 
expenses of the occupation forces are covered by the 
exploitation of the country, but undoubtedly not all. 


Among the raw materials confiscated: 14,000 tons of 
petroleum extracted annually in the Faryab Province 
and sent directly to the Soviet Union; and the exploita- 
tion of the copper mines of the Logar valley should begin 
this year. On the other hand, the emerald and lapis-lazuli 
mines, located in the northeastern section of the country, 
in a zone controlled by Major Massoud, one of the 
principal leaders of the resistance, remain in Afghan 
hands; so does the smuggling of precious stones. Fruit 
crops in the regions held by the resistance are always 
exported to Pakistan. It is often done by road carriers 
who have offices in Kabul, but who do not hesitate to 
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transport the ciups duty free. At the Kabul bazaar too, 
business retains its rights: Exnorts of dried fruit and 
carnets, or imports of Japanese cars and televisions 
which arrive via the Transsiberian. An expert believes, 
however, that all this economic activity does not exceed 
“that of a small provincial town in France.” 
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Party Official on Results of U.S. Visit 
BK171226 Dhakc SANGBAD in Bengali 
10 Apr 88 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Professor Badruddoza Chowdhury, vice chairman 
of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party [BNP], who has just 
returned from the United States, said that his U.S. trip 
was successful. We have been able to make the people 
and the policymakers of that country understand the real 
situation in Bangladesh, he added. 


Mr Chowdhury pointed out that they did not ask the 
United States to halt its aid to Bangladesh. On the 
contrary, we have repeatedly requested they continue to 
send food and agricuitural aid to Bangladesh, and 
stressed their responsibility for using their political 
power to see that the aid will continue. However, the 
autocratic [Ershad] government is spreading the rumor 
that we went to the United States with the objective of 
stopping the aid. He made this statement yesterday while 
reviewing his U.S. visit at a news conference in the party 
office . 


Professor Chowdhury said that the main purpose of his 
visit was to disclose to the Americans the exact situation 
in Bangladesh because earlier, Foreign Minister Huma- 
yun Rashid Chowdhury had presented a misleading 
picture by stating that 50 to 60 percent of the voters 
turned out during the elections, that there were impartial 
elections, and so forth. We have proven with facts and 
pictures that not even 2 percent of the people voted, 
there was a strike on polling day, 8,000 to 10,000 
political prisoners are in jails, and press freedom has 
been curbed. 


Professor Chowdhury said that he knew about the visit 
by Awami League leader, Dr Kamal Hussain, to the 
United States and his talks with several people. On the 
advice of the party chairman, he, along with barrister 
Nazmul Huda, proceeded to the United States and 
worked there with Dr Kamal Hussain. 


We had talks with Congressman Stephen Solarz, who 
moved the bill related to democracy in Bangladesh, 
Senator Kennedy, and the State Department deputy 
assistant secretary. We took part in a discussion entitled 
“The U.S. Policy and Political Crisis in Bangladesh,” 
organized by the Carnegie Endowment for International 


_Press. Four former U.S. ambassadors to Bangladesh also 
‘ yoined the discussion. We also addressed two press 
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conferences. Organizations of nonre_ident Bangladeshis, 
such as the Committee for Democratic Bangladesh and 
Bangladesh United Democratic Movement, which are 
working for democr-cy, helped us during our stay. 


In reply to a question about the American reaction after 
they heard his statements, Professor Chowdhury said 
that, according to them, they now had a factual picture of 
Bangladesh. They were surprised when it was proven 
that the foreign minister had made a false statement. We 
were successful in countering the false propaganda. 
Those who call us traitors do not know the exact mean- 
ing of that word. I do not know what to call people who 
go abroad and spread lies about their own country. 


To the question on whether he asked U.S. policymakers 
and people’s representatives to pass the bill [on Bangla- 
desh] or to put pressure on the government, he said: We 
only mentioned that we share similar views about the 
points raised in the bill. 


When his opinion was sought on whether he thinks their 
activities would adversely affect the government, Profes- 
sor Chowdhury said: We den’t care whether or not it 
affects the government adversely, we just wanted to tell 
the truth. However, the government might be emba- 
rassed to some extent. He said: We hope that good sense 
will prevail in the government. We want to achieve our 
goals by putting the nation in a least disturbed state. 


He announced that on 14 April a hearing on the Bang- 
ladesh bill is supposed to take place in the U.S. Senate. 
But it could be postponed due to discussion on other 
important issues. The bill is now laying there as a cold 
subject. 


In reply to another question, he said that the chairman of 
the New York Chapter, a branch of the BNP in the 
United States, has invited Mrs Khaleda Zia to visit the 
United States in May and he has also sent an air ticket to 
her. 


Other leaders of the party were also present at the press 
conference. 


Soviet Diesx | Imports 
bk 161549 Dhaka Domestic Service in English 
1530 GMT 16 Apr 88 


[Text] Bangladesh is to import 6C,000 tons of high-speed 
diesel worth 30 crore taka from the Soviet Union this 
year under a barter deal. A contract to this effect was 
signed in Dhaka between the Petroleum Corporation 
and the Soviet suppliers. 
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Bangladesh Radio Signs Modernization 
Agreement with USSR 

BK241331 Dhaka General Overseas Service in English 
1230 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Text] An agreement for the modernization of 1000 kw 
superpower transmitter of Radio Bangladesh at Dhamrai 
near Dhaka has been signed between National Broad- 
casting Authority [NBA] and the Soviet Embassy in 
Bangladesh. NBA chairman Saiful Bari and Economic 
Counselor of the Soviet Embassy (Buktan Chikov) 
signed the agreement today. A press release says effi- 
ciency of the super power transmitter will be increased to 
a large extent following the completion of the modern- 
ization. 


INDIA 


India Has ‘Sovereign Rights’ Over Soviet Nuclear 
Submarine 

51500134 Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
20 Feb 88 p 1 


[Text] New Delhi, 19 February—India has sovereign 
rights over the Soviet nuclear-powered submarine, taken 
on a 3-year lease, and it can deploy it for an operational 
role in the event of any hostilities. Authoritative Soviet 
sources clarified this in response to questions, but 
declined to specify the class of the submarine. They 
would not comment on conflicting reports from Western 
sources, some saying that it is an obsolete vessel and 
others describing it as an advanced one of “Charlie” 
class. The Soviet Union nas no reservation about India’s 
Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) programme and considers 
it normal that India should approach the U.S. for some 
elements of technology for this advanced aircraft. A 
proposal for the manufacture of the latest Soviet MiG-29 
in India is being considered, but no decision has been 
taken as yet.These points relevant to the Indo-Soviet 
relations in the defence field, emerged from a press 
conference addressed by the Soviet military attache here, 
Maj-Gen I. Golovanov, today. It is the first-ever such 
event organised by the Soviet information service. Maj- 
Gen Golovanov first made a statement to mark the 70th 
anniversary of the Soviet armed forces and then went on 
to tackle effortlessly questions, some of which would 
have, in an earlier era, iurned the face of the speaker red. 
In reply to a question, the Soviet military attache said 
there was no incompatibility betwzen the Soviet non- 
proliferation objectives and the supply of the nuclear- 
powered submarine to India. The vessel was not 
equipped with nuclear weapons. In a lighter vein, he said 
the time might come when cars and bicycles could also 
be nuclear-powered. It would be the main source of 
energy in the future. Asked what would happen after the 
3-year lease was over, he said this vessel was mainly for 
training purposes and it was expected that India would 
have an indigenous alternative. When his attention was 
drawn to the fact that the Soviet Union had not shown 
any enthusiasm for the LCA project even though it 
promoted self reliance, he said India was the best judge. 
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But his own opinion was that there should a single-role 
aircraft rather than combining the interceptor-bomber 
roles into one machine. However, he appreciated India’s 
desire to build its LCA and also its requests to the West 
for some elements of technology. In the integrated world 
of today, it was quite understandable, the Soviet Union 
would be prepared to get any Indian technology that it 
found suitable, he said. 
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GNLF Leader Ghising Interviewed 
46070006 Calcutta ANANDA BAZAR PATRIKA in 
Bengali 29 Jan 88 pp 1, 5 


[Staff report: “Angry Ghising Is Reluctant To Come to 
Calcutta; Wants Agreement Completed in Delhi’’] 


[Text] New Delhi, 27 Jan—In spite of the fact that Mr 
Ghising, president of GNLF, had agreed at the tripartite 
meeting held last Monday [to attend subsequent meet- 
ings], hardly 48 hours lapsed when he announced that he 
would not go to Calcutta for the next meeting. Mr 
Ghising told journalists that last Monday no discussion 
was held with him, and said further that if there is going 
to be any final agreement, it must be completed in New 
Delhi. He also informed that the 40 day general strike 
that has been called by the GNLF will not be withdrawn 
now. 


Mr C. G. Somaiya, secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, 
expressed his surprise at this sudden change of mind. He 
said, “On Monday, at the tripartite meeting, Mr Ghising 
did agree to go to Calcutta. I do not know why he is 
changing his position now.” During the discussion 
between the center and the state, one of the mediators, 
Mr Harkishen Singh Surjit, a member of the CPM 
politburo, expressed his view that Mr Ghising would 
have to come to Calcutta. According to him, “...the 
movement was in fact gradually slipping out of Mr 
Ghising’s hands, he could no longer control his followers 
and was making conflicting statements only to cover up 
the real situation.”’ The fifteen-member delegation of 
GNLEF is staying at the guest house of the Government of 
India at Prithviraj Road. The members are supposed to 
return to Darjeeling tomorrow morning. This afternoon 
Mr Ghising told journalists, “We came here fully pre- 
pared to sign the agreement. We were informed that the 
agreement would be signed, and we were brought here 
for that very purpose. We also brought with us a draft of 
the agreement. But where was the discussion? I got the 
opportunity to speak for four seconds only. Can any 
discussion be completed in four seconds? And, since 
there was no discussion, what would be the purpose of 
our visit to Calcutta? .\re we so chicken that we could ve 
led wherever they might want us to go?”” Mr Ghising 
further said, “I will not go to Calcutta under any circum- 
stances. Even the question of our going there does not 
arise. I feel Delhi is the best place for any kind of 
solution. Let the agreement be finalized here. Then we 
will consider going to Calcutta.”” Mr Ghising said that 
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their actual demand is to achieve Gorkhaland. However, 
to honor Mr Rajiv Gandhi's wishes they agreed to the 
formation of the Hill Council. Mr Ghising claimed that 
the proposal for the formation of the Hill Council had 
originally come from the left front government, but it 
appeared that they did not want that to be accomplished. 


Question: Did you inform the Ministry of Home Affairs 
that you did not want to go to Calcutta? 


Mr Ghising: Yes, I did, However, this is not a matter of 
whether I informed them or not. Where there has been 
no discussion, where does the question of having final 
mieeting even come? We wanted a dialogue. But we were 
not given that opportunity. Now, if everything collapses, 
no one will be able to blame it on us. 


Question: What did you discuss with Mr Jyoti Basu in 
four seconds? 


Mr Ghising: I told him that the police anarchy must be 
stopped. Jyoti Basu said, in that case you have to stop 
attacking the police also. He referred to the incident in 
Garubatham. Immediately all discussion came to a halt. 
He said, I have to catch a plane right now. Then 
photographs were taken. As a matter of fact, the whole 
affair was a big melodrama. A big farce. 


Question: What do you actually want now? 


Mr Ghising: Mr Buta Singh told us to return to Darjel- 
ling now. He would call us back after four or five days. 
We will see whether he calls us or not. 


Question: How do you reconcile the fact that on the one 
hand there would be discussions, and on the other hand 
violence would continue in Darjeeling? 


Ghising: We are not responsible for any violence. It is 
being created by the West Bengal government. There is 
no terrorist activity in Darjeeling. What we are doing is 
fighting for our own self preservation. You may even call 
it revenge also. 


Question: It has been said that you no longer have as 
much control over the movement as you used to. How 
can we be certain that all your co-workers would agree to 
the formation of the Hill Council? 


Ghising: It is my responsibility to make them agree. It 
would be possible only if the solution is satisfactory. If it 
is not, what will I be able to accomplish? 


Question: Would you relinquish your demand for a 
separate Ghorkhaland, or would you start your move- 
ment for a separate state once again? 
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Ghising: That 1s a constitutional matter. So long as there 
is the constitution, this demand will remain alive. But, if 
we get the territory that satisfies us, and a Hill Council 
which has authority, why should we demand a separate 
state? 


Question: You used to say that you do not have any 
economic demands and your struggle was a struggle for 
land. Why don’t you demand that [i.e., land] any more? 


Ghising: Who says we don’t? Where 1s the Hill Council 
going to be established? On our land. 12195/9274 


Minister Says No Nuclear Arms on Visiting Ships 
51500133 Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
25 Feb 88 p 3 


[Text] New Delhi, 24 February—The ships that came on 
goodwill visits to India did not carry any nuclear weap- 
ons, Mr Natwar Singh, minister of state for external 
affairs, told the Lok sabha today. 


He told Mr Subbash Yadav that all countries whose 
ships were intending to visit India were given a proforma 
to fill. The proforma also carried Indian policy as well as 
the UN resolution of 1971 which said that the Indian 
Ocean was a zone of peace. 


He, however, assured the member that there was no 
doubt that ships on goodwill visit had not carried any 
nuclear weapon. 


The member also wanted to know if it were true that 
Pakistan had extended facilities to U.S. ships, Mr Singh 
said that some U.S. ships had visited Pakistan since the 
two countries had an understanding on defence matters. 


Mr Singh also said that no ship had entered India’s 
economic zone without permission. 


Mr Singh told Mr Indrajit Gupta and others in a written 
reply that the government deeply regretted that another 
waiver has been granted to Pakistan from U.S. non- 
proliferation laws despite mounting evidence of the 
non-peaceful dimensions of its nuclear programme. The 
government was also seriously concerned about the 
negative implications of these developments for global 
non-proliferation efforts. 


The defence minister, Mr K.C. Pant, told Mr Vishnu 
Modi that the Indian view about the acquisition by 
Pakistan of weapons far beyond legitimate defence 
requirements had been conveyed to all concerned from 
time to time. 


The member had drawn the minister’s attention to 
Pakistan buying copters for Siachin area. Mr Pant fur- 
ther said that India watched all developments having a 
bearing on the country’s security. But no protest had 
been lodged in connection with the acquisition of the 
copters. 
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He told the member that Indian soldiers had fought 
valiantly and repulsed two Pakistani attacks in Septem- 
ber and October last year. 


On a miilitary-to-military oasis Pakistan had been 
informed that India wanted peace when large concentra- 
tion of troops was noticed on the border. “We did not 
want an adventure. But the attacks came despite it.” 


/12232 


V. P. Singh’s Anti-Rajiv Campaign Said To Gain 
Followers in Tamil Nadu 

46240017 New Delhi NAVBHARAT TIMES in Hindi 
22 Feb 88 p 6 


[Text] In his very first tour across the Vindhyachal in the 
capacity as Janmorcha leader, Vice President Singh has 
unleashed the “Remove Rajiv Campaign.” The Tamil 
Nadu people warmly and eagerly listened to him. 


Singh expressed to the people the reasons underlying the 
“Remove Rajiv” struggle. He came with the intention of 
delivering a simple message to the people. In the meet- 
ings he explained: “Rajiv Gandhi's government lacks 
direction. This is most dangerous. The country can 
weather the Boforas scandal. People can even take the 
failure of the Sri Lanka agreement in their stride. But a 
directionless government should not be allowed to 
remain in power even for a second.” He elaborated on 
this message for an hour with the help of arguments, 
examples, and anecdotes. The people were not a silent 
audience. The masses showed their support by shouting 
slogans and by cheering during the course of the speech. 


At the rally on the anniversary of Acharaya Narinder 
Dev in Irod, 325 kilometers from Madras, Singh asked 
the people to raise their hands on two questions. He 
asked, “Are you suffering from inflation?” The second 
question was, “Did Rajiv Gandhi take a bribe in the 
Baforas transaction?” The people raised hands in sup- 
port. Then Singh said, “The country can be saved only if 
by raising both your hands you take a vow to remove 
Rajiv.” In response 200,000 hands were immediately 
raised in the air. Singh was speaking from the Samannav 
Samiti platform. The Janta Party had organized the 
rally. Many leaders including Chandershekhar, Ramk- 
rishan Hegde, Vidyacharan Shukal, Dr Subrahmaniam 
Swami, Bhai Vaid, and Yashwant Singh were on the 
Stage. This meeting continued until 11:30 at night and 
people sat patiently until the end. Chandershekhar was 
the last to speak. He appealed for new beginnings. 


With the tour of Tamil Nadu, the Janmorcha leadership 
has left its mark. The Janmorcha can become the third 
force in state politics. The sensation caused by the 
meetings of Vishawnath Pratap Singh can be seen from 
the fact that yesterday the ADMK leader, Jayalalita, 
hurried to reach Bangalore. She not only met Vishaw- 
nath Pratap Singh at the resident of the Karanataka 
Chief Minister Ramkrishan Hegde, but also insisted on 
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being photographed with him. This was not welcome 
news for the Janmorcha leaders of Tamil Nadu. They 
know that Jayalalita will use this photo to show that she 
has the support of Vishawnath Pratap Singh. People 
brought this to the attention of Singh. He did not attach 
any importance to it. His associates said that it will cause 
confusion. He said laughingly, “Let there be confusion. I 
am not joining Congress. But Jayalalita wants support of 
Congress. It is she who will have to explain.” Half of 
Tamil Nadu’s politics is fought with colored posters. The 
announcement of a date for the assembly elections is due 
any time now. Preparations have already begun here. 
Jayalalita was photographed with Vishawnath Pratap 
Singh with the intention that when the time is ripe, it can 
be used in a poster. 


The first Janmorcha meeting took place in the Bhailapur 
grounds in Madras. It was a big meeting. Nearly 40,000 
people sat for five and a half hours. Vishawnath Pratap 
Singh spoke last of all. His speech ended at midnight. 
This is nothing unusual in Madras. What was unusual 
was something else. The local leaders of Janmorcha were 
not sure how well attended the meeting would be. In 
comparison with the population of Madras this was nct 
a big meeting. According to the estimates of the organiz- 
ers it was a big meeting. The organizers had not expected 
that merely on the basis of publicity from hand bills and 
posters, people would gather in such numbers. After 
becoming chief minister, Janaki Ramachanderan’s meet- 
ing was held at the same site but with a smaller audience. 
This meeting has increased the confidence of the Tamil 
Nadu Janmorcha leaders. 


B. Raghvan and Jagvira Pandiyan have joined the local 
Janmorcha. B. Raghvan was a minister in the Kamraj 
ministry. He has a clean and unblemished image. Pan- 
diyan was a famous student leader. In 1975 he was the 
chairman of the Tamil Nadu Youth Congress. 


Pandiyan told this correspondent that from now on 
Vishawnath Pratap Singh’s meetings here will be even 
bigger than those in northern India. His confidence came 
from the Bhailapur meeting and the student rally. The 
warm welcomes received in several places on the way 
from Madras to Irod have also encouraged him. At every 
place Singh would stop for a few minutes. In reply to his 
welcome he would give a very brief answer: “Your 
splendid welcome has given me strength. Janmorcha has 
engaged in a struggle. Through your support we will 
achieve success, and Rajiv’s misrule will end.” In Killa- 
puram fireworks continued for a long time for Singh’s 
welcome. 


As a finance minister, Vishawnath Pratap Singh visited 
Madras one and a quarter years ago. There was a meeting 
of bank officers. Afterwards he visited the office of 
Tamil Nadu Congress also. The state officials arranged a 
meeting attended by nearly 1,000 persons. One and a 
quarter years later he could attract more than 1,000 
persons on any street corner. By coming here, Arun 
Nehru, Vidyacharan Shukal, and Arif Mohammed 
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proved through their speeches and their conduct that 
under the leadership of Vishawnath Pratap Singh, the 
Opposition is prospering. They also have confidence in 
the leadership of Singh and that the people will recognize 
him as the opposition leader of the country. 


During the Tamil Nadu visit, there appears to be a 
pattern in the way the Janmorcha leaders raised argu- 
ments and conducted themselves. It looks as though 
every leader has found his own niche. Even though they 
were together on the stage, they would tell the audience, 
“IT will talk only briefly.” ““Vishawnath Pratap Singh will 
explain to you in detail.’’ Shukla did not address the 
student rally. Arif Mohammed Khan and Arun Nehru 
spoke there. In the evening meeting every leader spoke. 
There was a message in every leader's speech. Arif 
Mohammed Khan spoke in a more aggressive style. He 
said that after coming to power, the Congress forgot all 
the promises it made during the 1984 elections; on the 
strength of these promises it received an overwhelming 
majority in the Lok Sabha. He highlighted Gandhi's 
breach of promises and his anti-people policies. Arun 
Nehru used examples to illustrate the dichotomy in 
Rajiv’s words and deeds. He recalled that Mrs Gandhi 
used to say that the first lesson of politics is that you 
should do what you say because only in that way is it 
possible to win the people’s confidence. By recounting 
this he would proceed to describe what Rajiv Gandhi in 
his capacity as prime minister said and what he did on 
the Punjab, Assam and other problems. The most recent 
instance he presented was that of Tamil Nadu. Nehru 
said that the confusion that exists in Tamil Nadu is due 
to Rajiv. “I know that it was he who was instrumental in 
imposing the president’s rule here.” 


In Tamil Nadu the burning question is the issue of the 
Tamils in Sri Lanka. Realizing this the Janmorcha 
leaders used this issue as a stick to beat Rajiv Gandhi. In 
Madras city there are posters every where depicting how 
Tamils are being murdered at the hands of the Indian 
Peace Force. Posters show pictures of weeping and 
wailing people. In the Bhailapura meeting, Vishawnath 
Pratap Singh said that in the posters the world “Indian 
Peace Force” should be replaced by “Rajiv.” He 
described the Sri Lanka agreement as a big blunder. 
Every leader praised the army. Their objective was only 
to its misuse. Singh recounted how Rajiv Gandhi went to 
a hospital to console a soldier on the loss of his foot. The 
solder said that he was proud to lose.his foot if it was in 
the service of his country. Singh discussed the subject of 
the Sri Lanka agreement in greater detail in a news 
conference held in Bangalore. His question is: can anni- 
hilation of Tamils and Litte in Sri Lanka be our national 
objective? Through this question he wants to change the 
public opinion of Tamil Nadu. 


The Janmorcha leaders’ visit to Tamil Nadu at this time 
becomes directly linked to the upcoming assembly elec- 
tions. It is believed that the elections may take place at 
any time. The Congress was already dependent upon M. 
G. Ramachanderan (now deceased) for its existence in 
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the state. Following his death, his party, the ADMK, has 
divided into two camps. At first the Congress was with 
Janaki Ramchanderan. But after G. K. Bhupnar became 
the state chairman, it is now clearly understood that the 
Congress will fight in the coming elections together with 
Jayalalita’s group. Resenting this, Shivaji Ganeshan, a 
Congress leader and a well-known actor, has formed a 
regional party. Ganeshan’s workers were active in the 
Janmorcha meetings in Tamil Nadu. More people will be 
defecting from the Congress. The Janmorcha is develop- 
ing the strategy to attract them. Bhupnar is a powerful 
figure here. In his district, Tanjavar, the Janmorcha will 
launch a movement on the question of (landless?) peas- 
ants. Vishawnath Pratap Singh asked workers to make a 
plan and assured them that if they thought it necessary, 
he will stay in Tamil Nadu for one whole week. 


From one point of view, Vishawnath Pratap Singh 
appears to stand completely apart from other Janmorcha 
leaders. The refrain of the other Janmorcha leaders is 
that the Congress policies are correct. They disagree with 
the means of implementing them. They highlight the 
evils of the political systern, and Singh’s emerging capac- 
ity to find fault with them has become prominent in his 
speeches during the Tamil Nadu visit. His attack on the 
present establishment and the socio-economic structure 
has begun. He has started to find fault with the Congress 
policies. This aspect does not become as clear from his 
public position as it does from his informal conversa- 
tion. 


Workers ask Singh most of the questions. In southern 
India there is a strong custom of going out to shake hands 
with the leaders and taking pictures with them. This is 
also a means of mingling with the leaders. Having 
performed this ceremony, people everywhere surround 


Singh. 
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AFP: Geneva Accord May Add to India’s Security 
Concerns 

BK170710 Hong Kong AFP in English 

0300 GMT 17 Apr 88 


[By Yves de Saint-Jacob] 


[Text] New Delhi, April 17 (AFP)—India has recently 
been beefing-up defences on its border with Pakistan and 
now the prospect of an Afghan settlement after Thurs- 
day’s Geneva agreements seems, ironically, to have 
added to security concerns, observers said Sunday. 


In far northern Kashmir, New Delhi has deployed heli- 
copters to ferry troops and supplies to bleak outposts on 
the 5,400 metre (17,280 feet) high Siachen Glacier, one 
of the hot spots in the border dispute with Islamabad. 


The Punjab crisis has led to the reinforcement of frontier 
patrols. 
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On Saturday, the Army began to fence off certain sectors 
of the frontier in Kashmir to prevent the infiltration of 
what India calls “Sikh terrorists” from Pakistan to the 
Punjab. A flare-up of demonstrations by pro-Pakistani 
elements in Kashmir during the past few days has done 
little to ease the tension. 


Substantial security precautions are also being taken in 
Punjab itself and further south in the state of Rajasthan. 


Regional commanders have talked of buying agricultural 
land in critical frontier areas. This has led some to ask 
whether New Delhi is contemplating a modified return 
to the idea of a sanitized frontier “security belt’’, first 
proposed a year ago, but abandoned after criticism from 
the opposition. 


Concern over Pakistan has been a constant factor in 
Indian politics since partition in 1947 and the wars of 
1965 and 1971. 


This anxiety surfaced spectacularly at the end of 1986 
and early in 1987, when both countries risked a danger- 
ous escalation of troops on the border. 


Thursday's Geneva accord on Aghanistan paradoxically 
brought new uncertainties inINew Delhi’l g uging of its 
fragile relations with Pakistan. 


Even if the Geneva agreement was diplomatically hailed 
by Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi as a “historic event”, 
the Indian press and a number of Indian experts Sunday 
sounded dubious. 


The first doubt raised, by Mr. Gandhi himself, con- 
cerned the fact that the accord did not provide for a 
cessation of U.S. arms deliveries to the rebels. 


New Delhi says some of these arms reach Sikh separat- 
ists, who have anti-tank missiles and, some sources say, 
“Stingers”. 


Aid to the Afghan rebels has also allowed Pakistan, 
according to New Delhi, to justify both its military aid 
requests and nuclear ambitions. 


And to a large section of the local press here, the accord 
was primarily a super-power arrangement, leaving 
regional tensions intact. 


The conservative statesman went as far as to raise 
memories of “Yalta and Munich”, saying that “both 
Washington and Moscow have in effect struck a deal 
whereby Afghanistan is removed from the agenda of the 
cold war and transformed into a localized conflict”. 


Many observers believe India could find itself confront- 
ing a Pakistan more and more active in the Afghan 
conflict, without the counterbalance of Soviet forces. 
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Pakistani President Mohammed Ziaul Haq’s comment 
that he foresaw “trouble and turmoil” in Afghanistan 
was also received with foreboding here. 


“It may even be cynically supposed that Islamabad 
would gleefully welcome a still-born accord, to perpetu- 
ate the gains it has made froii the strife,” the pro- 
government, but moderate HINDUSTAN TIMES com- 
mented. 


A third possible source of anxiety is that internal con- 
flicts among the mujahidin who, New Delhi is con- 
vinced, will maintain bases in Pakistan, could revive 
demands for a Pakhtunistan or even a Baluchistan. This 
could threaten Pakistan’s integrity, something that 
no-one in India wants, according to Nehru University 
professor of international relations, Satish Kumar. 


Any instability in Pakistan risks spilling over into Pun- 
jab or Kashmir and could enhance the cause of funda- 
mentalist Islam, which is anathema to New Delhi, the 
observers said. 


Coal Mining Couperation 
bk 130909 Delhi Domestic Service in English 
0830 GMT 13 Apr 88 


[Text] The Coal India Limited—CIL—has entered into 
collaboration with four countries for cooperation in coal 
mining. These countries are the Soviet Union, West 
Germany, United Kingdom, and Poland. According to 
CIL sources they will provide expertise in specialized 
areas, such as working in underground mines under 
difficult geomining condition and construction of large 
capacity mines. The collaboration will enable CIL to 
produce over 12 crore tons of coal at an investment of 
more than 4,250 crore rupees. 


Commentary Praises Technological Achievement 
46070009 Calcutta ANANDA BAZAR PATRIKA in 
Bengali 29 Feb 88 p 4 


[Text] In numerical strength, India will be ranked third 
in respect of scientists and technologists among all the 
countries of the world. In the field of industrialization 
there is not much difference between India and other 
developed nations of the world. Nuclear technology and 
its applications have been within India’s control for a 
considerable period of time. Not only has India placed a 
man-made satellite in earth orbit, an Indian astronaut 
has already gone round in space. India is the only 
country which has gained the right to explore and 
harvest the treasures on the ocean floor in a 150,000 
square kilometer area beyond her territorial limits. The 
latest jewel that was finally added to the crown of glory 
and achievement was India’s complete success in missile 
technology. A missile, “Prithvi,” manufactured in India 
with fully indigenous technology and machinery, by 
India’s own scientists and technologists, was recently 
successfully tested. It is capable of destroying an enemy 
target within a 250 mile radius, which is currently 
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beyond the range of any cannon or rocket. The accom- 
plishment is remarkable because it was manufactured 
without any foreign assistance at all. As a matter of fact, 
roughly one year ago, after successful test firing of one 
ten-kilometer range missile, “Trishul,” seven Western 
developed countries took a firm decision not to transfer 
any missile technology to any country, including India. 
From this perspective India’s progress in missile tech- 
nology since 1983 is indeed enviable to others. Under 
this project, apart from “Prithvi” and “Trishul” two 
other types of missiles, “Nag” and “Akash” are under 
development. 


Bedecked with fully modern technology, these missiles 
will be mass produced beginning next decade. From the 
perspective of national security, this is certainly very 
good news. When Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
announced the successful testing of “Prithvi” in Parlia- 
ment, all the elected representatives congratulated him 
loudly for this excellent feat. It should be mentioned that 
India’s missiles are for purely defensive purpose. To 
protect herself from the attacks of invaders, India must 
prepare her own defenses. As a non-aligned country, 
India cannot depend upon anyone else, and she must be 
self-sufficient in her defense needs. Since her indepen- 
dence, India has been involved in three wars, and she has 
not been the aggressor in any one of those. Because of the 
manner in which Pakistan has been developing its mili- 
tary strength, this subcontinent can no longer be termed 
as the heavenly garden of peace. India’s armed forces are 
currently engaged in some extent in the peace keeping 
mission in neighboring Sri Lanka. Naturally, there can- 
not be any question about relaxing India’s defence 
preparedness. Quite normally, Pakistan would try to 
muddy the water by taking advantage of Indian progress 
in the area of defence. She will create a big commotion 
about India’s intentions, and will not hesitate to lobby 
for comparable weaponry from her Western supporters. 
In spite of that, India must continue to strive for 
self-reliance in her defense readiness. And, “Prithvi” 
and “Trishul” are bold steps in that direction. 


It is a fact India’s capital expenditure for defence has 
increased very significantly. In comparison, many other 
developed projects are being neglected. In India, there 
are more people below poverty level than any other 
country of the world. Even the number of illiterates are 
higher than all other countries. India may top the list 
with regards to the rate of blindness, malnutrition, infant 
death and other similar maladies. However, the main 
reason for all these draw backs is that the country is very 
large, and its population is also equally large. However, 
the task of defending this country cannot be neglected. It 
is quite normal that a large portion of the country’s 
revenue should be spent for defence. There is one good 
news—recently the government has welcomed privately- 
owned enterprises to participate in national defence 
projects. Seven non-government organizations are par- 
ticipating in the “Prithvi” missile project. The govern- 
ment has taken the decision that henceforth all hardware 
in building the missile will be manufactured under joint 
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collaboration. This will enable the cost of production to 
be shared, and at the same time, will help the compuier 
and electronic technologists to fully utilize their capabil- 
ities, and will lead to quantifiable betterment of the 
country’s defence. Hopefully, the same principle of joint 
collaboration will be utilized in other defence projects 
also. Consequently, “Prithvi” is not only the harbinger 
of a significant success in this special field, it is also a 
trend setter in the path of India’s success in industry and 
technology. 


12195/9274 


IRAN 


Government Organizations Continue To Auction 
Off Properties 
46400104 London KEYHAN in Persian 10 Mar 88 p 14 


[Text] These days various organizations in the Islamic 
Republic compete with each other for a larger share of 
the loot from the sale of the usurped and extorted 
properties. From the advertisements in the principal 
newspapers of the Islamic Republic regarding the sale 
and auctioning off of people’s homes, shops and other 
properties, one can see that such organizations as the 
Alavi’s Foundation for the Oppressed or that of Nabow- 
*vat or Ayatollah Khomeyni’s Relief Committee, all are 
being managed by the influential clerics of the regime 
and all worry and fret about the fact that they might fall 
behind their rivals in this plundering. 


In the ads concerning the auctioning off of propertics in 
the past few months in Tehran’s newspapers—of which a 
list was reprinted in KEYHAN’s edition 177 of London 
following our readers’ request—the total income from 
the sale of the properties, subject to the last advertise- 
ment thereof, comprising a few units of shops, homes, 
apartments and villas with gardens reached the sum of 
three billion rials. 


Now we are witnessing another one of these founda- 
tions—of which we have no idea how it is being managed 
and how it spends the usurped money and revenue. This 
foundation is trying to auction off seventeen pieces of 
properties belonging to the Iranian people, with a total 
value of one billion and thirty-seven million rials. Con- 
trary to their normal procedure, this time they’ve 
announced the name of the auctioneer of the people’s 
properties. That is, the Economic Complex of Imam 
Khomeyni’s Relief Committee is the seller this time. 
However, they will not teii us whose properties they are 
auctioning off or what is the reason for confiscating such 
properties at all. They won’t say according to which law 
and based on what right they carry out such illegal 
auctioning of properties and to whom they are account- 
able! We are quite sure that the auctioneers will never 
publish a list of these properties for the general public’s 
information. 
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Many of the Iranians, whether for religious reasons of 
whether from their belief in ethical, moral and honorific 
principles, do not consider it lawful to live in the usurped 
homes of others or use such shops or stores as a means 
for earning an income. It is for this reason that almost 
always the sale of such properties is carried out through 
paying of bribes and clandestine dealings, and further- 
more the buyers are nobody else except those who belong 
to the circle of the individuals affiliated with the regime. 


An individual who was able to get back his confiscated 
villa after paying exorbitant sums of money, told 
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London’s KEYHAN: In this kind of auction most often 
the winners of the bids are predetermined and it is 
most obvious who are the bribe-takers; furthermore, it 
is quite clear who pockets the income and which 
officials divide and share the revenues from the sale of 
such properties. 


Herewith we publish the exact tab'e of the usurped 
properties for sale by the Economic Complex of Aya- 
tollah Khomeyni’s Relief Committee for those readers 
of KEYHAN who do not have access to such 
resources. 





Type of Prope :ty Unbuilt Are2, Built Area, Description of Property Base Price Address 
Sq.m. Sq.m. (rials) 
Commercial Store _ 35 Three adj. (corner) stores 21,000,000 Rey Ave, Asef Stop Opp. 
w/water, power & telephone Golden Gate Theatre, corner 
of Kuchef #379 
Commercial Store — 33 w/water & power 30,000,000 Engqelab Ave, immed. after 
Martyr Mofatah St, before 
Fuwuhi St #517 
Commercial Store _ 18 w/water, power anda balcony 10,000,000 Azadi Ave, immed. after 
Khosh St, Martyr Reza Gha- 
nei St—before Niayesh St 
#23 
Commercial Store — 13 w/private power-line & com- 4,600,000 Navab Ave, after Hashemi 
mon water-line, also shop Intersec, corner of Vafa’i St 
window & shelves #1205 
One Store & — 62 Large corner store w/balcony 112,500,000 Imam Khomeyni Sq—begin- 
two warehouses about 25 sq.m. & two separate ning of Ferdowsi Ave, corner 
storage areas in the basement of Tabas Commercial House 
about 70 sq.m. w/water, 
power & telephone 
Commercial House — 115 four-room apt. w/water, 38,500,000 Imam Khomeyni Sq, begin- 
power, phone and full bath- ning of Ferdowsi Ave, corner 
room of Khandanyha St, Ist floor 
Commercial House a 80 Two large rooms w/water, 11,500,000 EE. Buzarjomehri Ave, Opp. 
power, phone & half bath- Imam’s Mosque-Nikpur Pas- 
room sage, 2nd Fir. #11 
Apartment _ 66 Third fir. w/water, power & 7,600,000 Nezam-abad, North Sabalan 
two bedrooms, hallway & Opp. Shahriar Ave, Davuda- 
complete amenities oadi Talesh St #40 
Apartment — 174 Ist flr. w/five rooms complete 26,875,000 Bokharest Ave, 12th St #21 
w/full bath, kitchen, private 
yard, pkg., water, power, heat- 
ing, air conditioning & city 
gas 
Apartment — 110 Three rooms complete w/kit- 17,000,000 S. Sahrevardi Ave, Dabir St 
chen, water, power, phone, #3, 2nd fir. 
heating, air conditioning & 
balcony 
Townhouse 75 155 Ist flr. suite, 2nd flr. w/three 14,500,000 Jombhuri Ave, S. Bastan St 
rooms w/complete service above Tarasht Intersec. #30 
utilities & phone plus two 
leasable stores fit for doctor's 
office 
Private Villa 2,210 725 Two firs. w/water, power & 154,125,000 Martyr Bahonar Ave, Martyr 
phone: Ist flr. comprising of Mahmud: St, Baradar Alley 
three rooms & full bath, 2nd #5 
flr. comprising of five rooms 
complete w/reception hall, 
kitchen & utilities 
Private Villa 437 720 South-faced duplex w/base- 84,695,000 Moqadas Ardebili Ave, Sara 


ment, water, power, heating, 

air conditioning, pkg., base- 

ment w/two rooms & com- 
plete utilities 


St, Mohamadi Alley #5 
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Type of Property me Area, “—. Area, Description of Property = Address 
rials 
Private Villa 510 735 Two-story —w y w/water, 91,075,000 Dibachi Ave, 
power, phone & complete Abdali St, Aftab #13 
w/heating, air conditioning, 
pkg.; basement w/two rooms 
& complete utilities 
Townhouse 1,320 536 Two separate units, each two- 159,020,000 4 Shariati Ave, immed. after 
story structure, one unit fac- artyr Dastgerdi St, a 
ing south & another facing Oolhok Municipality P. 
north w/water, power, phone corner of Mortazavi Alley #1 
and city gas 
Two-Story House 1,776 510 ist fir. —— of two bed- 159,690,000 Pasdaran, Martyr Lavasani 
rooms, hallway, storage, 2nd (Kamranieh), Martyr Masumi 
fir. w/two bedrooms, recep- St, Golgun Alley #19 
tion hall, kitchen, full bath 
w/water, power & phone. Also 
two smaller rooms on roof-top 
Warehouse 1,957 475 a —— 400m.of 95,000,000 Beginning of Ab-ali Rd 
varying ceiling immed. after Etehad St, 
heigit 2'm, to 3m. Also before Iran Abzar Co & 
finished one-story struc- Toyota Ave, Opp. Behnam 
ture with two rooms & bath, restaurant #38 
water w/own reservoir and 
power 
12719/9274 The duty of you soldiers and officers of the army and the 


Bakhtiar Criticizes Army, Urges Approval of 
Resolution 598 
46400097a London KEYHAN in Persian 3 Mar 88 p 12 


[Text] In a radio message broadcast on the anniversary 
of 22 Bahman [11 February], Dr Shapur Bakhtiar criti- 
cized the army seriously for submitting to the Islamic 
revolution and promised that the present regime will be 
overthrown by a severe uprising of the kind that is going 
on in the occupied zones by the Palestinians. 


In his radio message, Dr Bakhtiar seriously criticized the 
military leaders of the winter of 1357 [1978-79] and said: 
“The military leaders, for the most part incompetent 
people lacking character, wished for a free Iran with 
proud people, but chose submission and treason, and 
abandoned the officers and soldiers in the barracks. 


Bakhtiar added: “When the chain of command in the 
military of a country, whose duty is to protect and 
preserve the country, is not based on competence and 
piety, but rather on flattery, supplication and pretense, 
how could you expect anything else other than what 
happened to us? That army, with those commanders, 
was incapable of being national; hence, it did not fight 
anti-national elements, but submitted to those who wor- 
ship the foreigners. And today, we, 45 million Iranians, 
see that we are under the occupation of a foreign power. 
For this reason, we must now expend all our efforts to 
encourage the army to be nationalistic.” 


Following these statements, Dr Bakhtiar pointed out the 
duties of the army and law enforcement at the present 
time, and said: 


law enforcement agencies is clear. Your country is occu- 
pied by a bunch of people without a country, and with 
every day that passes, the efforts of these dishonorable 
people to weaken the army, with the goal of eliminating 
it, becomes more clear. You carry out your duty with 
power and faith in the homeland. I will also do my best 
to liberate the country, and hope to join you in the 
not-too-distant future. 


The Future Path 


In regards to the political future of Iran, Dr Bakhtiar 
expressed his views as follows: 


“As the efforts of some of the foreign governments to 
establish a moderate clerical regime after Khomeyni is 
unacceptable to the Iranian nation, a regime of the 
dictatorial kind as that of the past is not possible in Iran 
either. We will expose and identify to the people of the 
country the corrupt individuals of the previous regime 
who are trying to establish another new dictatorship in 
the name of Constitutionalism. In all cases, the ultimate 
decision belongs to the Iranian nation, and empty slo- 
gans and nauseating flattery will no longer take the place 
of the will of the people.” 


Dr Bakhtiar added: “With each day, my faith increases 
in the future of Iran with a nationalist and humanitarian 
philosophy, because I see that most of you have realized 
the fact that there is no other way to liberate Iran but the 
difficult path of attaining democracy. Anyone who tries 
to convince you that he knows another way to advance 
Iran other than democracy is either ignorant or one of 
the corrupt people of the past regime.” 
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Dr Bakhtiar recommends the Palestinian model in the 
occupied land to overthrow the regime of the clerics and 
says: 


“Overthrowing the cruel, anti-Iranian regime of the 
clerics is a national holy war, and you brothers and 
sisters will take an active part in this holy war. See how 
the people of occupied Palestine act. They fight against 
an occupier in their own land. Iranian soil is also 
occupied, by a bunch of anti-Iranians with no country. 
Khomeyni, Rafsanjani and Montazeri and all of their 
barbarian cannibals are much more dangerous to Iran 
and Iranians than foreigners. You must rise up against 
them. All my efforts are spent to establish more contact 
with you and to be informed about you. We will not 
abandon you. Instructions for uprising will be given in 
time, and you can be sure that on that happy day you 
shall see me among you.” 


The Iran-Iraq War 


In regards to the Iran-Iraq war, the leader of the national 
resistance organization emphasized the need for Security 
Council Resolution 598 and said: 


The continuation of this war at any cost to Iran and Iraq 
is beneficial and profitable for foreign countries. In 
addition, the government of Israel, which has an unde- 
niable influence in determining U.S. policy in the Mid- 
dle East, has tried its best to prevent peace in the Middle 
East, especially as regards the Iran-Iraq war. 


Finally, after eight years of destructive war and all the 
destruction that you have seen with your eyes, the UN 
Security Council unanimously issued Resolution 598. 
This resolution, the implementation of which would put 
an immediate stop to the killing and bloodshed, has been 
objected to by the cruel clerics, who have called the war 
a gift from God, and a few ignorant or evil-intentioned 
worshippers of the shah. Consequently, they drown our 
young people with the foolish slogan of “war, war to 
victory” in the cesspool of blood from which the clerics 
get their nourishment. 


10000 


LE POINT on Differences Between Rafsanjani, 
Ahmad Khomeyni 
46400097b London KEYHAN in Persian 3 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] LE POINT, the French weekly, reports on the 
major differences between Ahmad Khomeyni and 
Hashermi-Rafsanjani over acquisition of power. This 
weekly publication, in its segment on exclusive and 
confidential reports, writes that Seyyed Ahmad Kho- 
meyni insists that he should play a greater political role 
in Iran after his father’s death, but Hashemi-Rafsanjani 


opposes this. 
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Recently, Ayatollah Khomeyni appointed his son 
Ahmad, along with Khamene’i, Hashemi-Rafsanjani, 
Ardabili, the members of the Council of Guardians, and 
Mir Hoseyn Musavi, to the council on determining the 
best interests in regards to resolving the differences 
between the Majlis and the Council of Guardians. 
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Attacks on Tankers Claim 271 Since 1981 
46400096a London KEYHAN in Persian 3 Mar 88 p 4 


[Text] In 1987, attacks by Iraqi fighter bombers and the 
forces of the Islamic Republic against oil tankers and 
commercial ships waiting in the Persian Gulf damaged 
163 oil tankers. As a result of these attacks, last year, 71 
employees of commercial ships and oil tankers lost their 
lives. Nevertheless, the attacks last year were not severe 
enough to completely sink the oil tankers and put them 
out of commission, whereas in 1984, out of 82 oil tankers 
which were attacked, 28 were completely destroyed and 
put out of commission. Last year, only 2 oil tankers out 
of the 163 attacked were totally destroyed and put out of 
commission. Statistics published by the international 
insurance companies indicate that parallel to the 
increase in the attacks on the oil tankers in the Persian 
Gulf, the number of persons killed increased. 


International shipping experts believe that, with the 
exception of two or three severe attacks by forces of the 
Islamic Republic on the oil tankers during last January, 
attacks by that country generally have not inflicted 
major damage on ships. On the other hand, air attacks by 
Iraq in the course of the past few years have inflicted 
much damage on oil tankers. 


Last year, Iraq attacked the world’s largest oil tanker, the 
“Sea Giant,” twice with destructive Exocet missiles, 
inflicting great damage. The huge Liberian oil tanker 
“Sea Giant” has a 56,430-ton capacity and is used by the 
Islamic Republic as a floating oil reservoir on the coast 
of Lark Island. The severity of the attacks of the Iraqi 
fighter bombers on oil tankers last year had commercial 
ship captains calling their route in the Persian Gulf 
waters the “Exocet route.” The attacks by Iraqis on the 
oil tankers from 1981 to this February have resulted in 
the loss of 200 lives of employees of commercial ships. 


According to a TIMES (London) report, the decrease in 
the severity of air strikes by Iraqi fighter bombers as well 
as strikes by the forces of the Islamic Republic on oil 
tankers which traffic in the Persian Gulf in the past few 
weeks has resulted in the international insurance com- 
panies reducing their premiums. The above-mentioned 
newspaper anticipated that if this situation in the Per- 
sian Gulf continues and the strikes by the Iraqis and the 
forces of the Islamic Republic against oil tankers are 
stopped, the international insurance companies will sig- 
nificantly decrease the premiums of commercial ships in 
the waters of the region. 
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Council of 13 Replacing Jurisconsult 
46400096b London KEYHAN in Persian 3 Mar 88 p ! 


[Text] The council created upon the instructions of 
Khomeyni to eliminate the internal conflicts of the 
regime and the differences between the heads of govern- 
ment in Tehran is now devising its internal bylaws and 
has not yet engaged in its main duties. 


This 1 3-member council is comprised of the heads of the 
three branches in addition to the prime minister and the 
prosecutor general as well as six clerics who are 
appointed by Khomeyni as religious jurists to the council 
of guardians. In addition, Ayatollah Tavassoli, the head 
of Khomeyni’s office, and Ahmad, his son, are also 
members of this council. 


In the Friday prayer services in Tehran, Seyyed ‘Ali 
Khamene’i said: This council has held two sessions so far 
in order to devise its internal regulations and the proce- 
dures for the examination of issues and the notification 
of its decisions to other authorities. 


According to Khamene’i, this council is above other 
administrative, military, judicial and legislative institu- 
tions, because it acts in accordance with the instructions 
of the religious guardians, takes responsibility for the 
authority of the religious guardians, and, in accordance 
with the religious guardians, takes the place of the 
religious guardian in certain cases. 


These statements by Khamene’i have not yet decreased 
many ambiguities which exist in regards to the position 
and status of the new council. 


It is not known whether this council is to be permanent 
or if it has been formed temporarily to eliminate the 
differences of the leaders of the regime. 
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Southern Oil Deposits To Be Transferred to Taheri 


Port 
46400094 London KEYHAN in Persian 3 Mar 88 p 4 


[Text] In late March of this year, the Islamic Republic 
will begin to build the 320 km Gurreh-Taheri Port oil 
pipeline, the operations for which are expected to be 
completed by the end of this year (1988). With the 
implementation of the Gurreh-Taheri Port pipeline, the 
Islamic Republic will be able to transfer about 600,000 
barrels of crude oil from the southern oil deposits of the 
country to the floating terminals along the central coasts 
of the Persian Gulf and send it to worid markets, away 
from the threat of the attacks of Iraqi fighter bombers. 
This pipeline, called ““Moharram,” the building of which 
was halted in 1986 for technical and financial reasons, 
has been an objective of the petroleum officials of the 
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Islamic Republic for several years. The plan which will 
resume operation this year is a more limited version of 
the first plan the Islamic Republic tried to implement. 


I,an’s oil export terminals located in the central section 
of the Persian Gulf are less vulnerable than those at 
Kharg Island, and the Islamic Republic will be able to 
transfer Iranian crude oil to the oil tankers more 
securel:'. Reports concerning the technical specifications 
of this pipeline indicate that the pipes will be 42 inches 
in diameter. Also, the previous course, which amounted 
to 380 km, has changed. According to these reports, the 
present pipeline will not exceed 320 km. The company 
contracted to build the oil pipeline is the Italian com- 
pany, “Saipem.” The officials of this company signed the 
final agreement for this project with the petroleum 
officials of the Islamic Republic about four weeks ago. 
The first phase in building the pipeline in question will 
involve 100 km—the distance between the pumping 
facilities of Gurreh, located near Kharg Island, to the 
vicinity of Bushehr. Building costs for these 100 km have 
been estimated at about $100 million. Two local compa- 
nies, “Unigolf” and Tehran-Jonub, are in charge of the 
installation of 220 km of the pipeline, from Bushehr Port 
to Taheri Port, near Kangan. This pipeline will be 56 
inches in diameter. 


Oil experts announced that the reason the Islamic 
Republic will use larger pipes for the 280-km second part 
of the above-mentioned pipeline is that at the present 
time, a large supply of such pipes is available to the 
National Iranian Oil Company, and this measure will be 
taken merely to save on costs. 


A Korean company, “Daelim,” is in charge of building 
the metal oil storage tanks and the oil delivery terminal 
near Taheri Port. The building of the above-mentioned 
facilities will be supervised by two local companies, 
“‘Namvaran” and “Nargan.”’ Apparently, some local 
companies have been contracted in soine of the second- 
ary constructions for the above-mentioned pipeline since 
a long time ago. 


The Italian Saipem company is at the present negotiating 
with companies from the Federal Republic of Germany 
and Japan to purchase needed pipes. The cost of building 
the Gurreh-Taheri Port oil pipeline had been estimated 
previously at about $1.5 billion. Limiting the capacity of 
the pipes and changing two parallel lines to one 42-inch 
pipe will decrease the cost to between $500 and $600 
million. A major part of this figure must be provided in 
foreign currency and paid to the contracting companies. 


The Islamic Republic has already paid for the building of 
part of the above-mentioned pipeline with credit vouch- 
ers to the Italian and Korean companies. These credit 
vouchers were apparently for another project, to change 
the Kangan-Esfahan natural gas pipeline, which was not 
implemented for technical reasons. The ““Saipem” com- 
pany, the Italian contractor, signed an agreement with 
the Islamic Republic in 1985 to build a 102-km pipeline 
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from the southern Iranian oil deposits. According to that 
agreement, the above-mentioned company was to con- 
nect Khuzestan oil deposits to the igat-2 natural gas 
pipeline with one pipeline. This plan, estimated to cost 
$120-$150 million, was never implemented, and the 
credit vouchers issued to the “Saipem” company were 
allotted to build a part of the Gurreh-Taheri Port pipe- 
line. And the Korean “Daelim” company, three years 
ago, signing a $100 million agreement with the Islamic 
Republic, was to build a 50-km pipeline to connect the 
“*igat-2” natural gi* pipeline to Taher Port. This plan, as 
well, was not implemented, and the Islamic Kepublic is 
now trying to pay for the operation of the “Daelim 
Company” with the issued credit vouchers. 


10000 
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Former NWFP Governor’s Success in Election 
Sparks Speculation 

46560023a Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 

5 Mar 88 p 10 


[Editorial: “Senate—Gen Faz! Haq’s Success”) 


[Text] The former governor general of the North West 
Frontier Province, Fazl Haq, has caused a tremor in the 
political environment by his successful e:ection to the 
Senate. Although this issue concerns merely the election 
of one person, which should not create any controversy, 
still, based on several factors, Mr Fazl Haq’s success may 
also turn out to be “a bull in a China shop”; because for 
a long time he has been in full control of the NWFP. He 
also acquired an important and trustworthy position 
among General Ziaul Haq’s team of friends. After retire- 
ment, his engagements and resolutions for the future 
were an aspect of concern. The chief minister, whom he 
nominated, opposed his election to the Senate. Never- 
theless, Mr Faz! Haq has been successful in gaining the 
majority of the votes. The slander arising from this 
incident will definitely influence the outlook of the 
current political system. All this is happening at a time 
when the prime minister is severely entangled in the 
delicacies of the Afghan issue. The foremost issue on his 
list of priorities is the problem of finding a unanimous 
platform for all the factions of the nation. For this 
purpose, all his intellectual abilities have been utilized to 
hold an advisory conference with the politicians of the 
nation. Under these circumstances, General Fazl Haq 
has still not gained an easy victory over any one seat in 
any single province of the country. During the election 
campaign, the president openly supported the general; 
after the election, the new senator, wearing garlands of 
victory, had no hesitation in announcing his loyalty to 
the president. He has also asserted that his services for 
the Muslim League are even more than those of the 
prime minister. The general has also exp “essed his inten- 
tion to fight for election o the provincial assembly. From 
these statements, it is not difficult to determine his 
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intentions. In reference to this, there are also supposi- 
tions about the alleged differences between the president 
and the prime minister, even though the federal minister 
of industries, Mian Mohammad Zeman, has said that the 
rumors about the differences between the president and 
the prime minister are unfounded. May Mr Mian’s 
statement prove to be true, and may an environment of 
complete harmony exist at every level in the administra- 
tion. The demands of both internal and external prob- 
lems of which the country is now a victim are such that 
a crack should not be permitted in the structure of 
internal unity. Unfortunately, all this is happening at the 
time when the month of March is near. For months, Mr 
Pir Pagara has been stating that this month [March] 
could prove to be a prelude to changes. We earnestly 
pray that Mr Pir’s predictions may not prove to be 
“writing on the wall.” After Mr Fazl Haq’s arrival, no 
storm should appear, especially in the ; olitical environ- 
ment, which could weaken the current democratic polit- 
ical system, and, thus, upset the apple-cart. No party 
benefits from this. It is everyone’s joint and collective 
responsibility to safeguard the country and the nation 
from its implications. 


As a party, the Muslim League should also ponder over 
what happened in the NWFP, and how long it will 
pursue the policy of running the country’s affairs by 
depending on the Assembly members only. 


9779/9274 


Involvement in Afghan Conflict Said a Mistake 
46000124a Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 
17 Mar 88 pp 7-8 


[Text] When the cost of Pakistan’s involvement in the 
Afghan conflict is properly computed, it will be seen that 
in many ways the country has paid a heavy price for 
Government’s mistaken Forward Policy, conducted with 
the assistance—and mainly on behalf—of the United 
States. 


The National Assembly was informed the other day that 
since 1983, 511 persons had been killed in the tribal 
areas as a result of murders and armed clashes. Nearly 
half of these deaths took place in one tribal agency, 
which is host to very large contingents of Afghan rebels 
and provides important routes into Afghan territory. 
The Minister for Frontier Regions further admitted that 
the Afghan refugees had also been involved in sectarian 
trouble in the tribal belt. 


Grim Picture 


This sorry tale represents only one small part of what 
must be seen as a grim picture. Acis of violence involving 
Afghan guerrillas have taken place in the settled districts 
also. Apart from what Afghan saboteurs may have 
accomplished, rivalry between different Afghan groups 
has provoked raids and attacks on each other’s offices 
and residences. Perhaps, the worst such example is 
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provided by the assassination of Prof. Majrooh in Pesha- 
war. Timely alarm of increased future danger has been 
sounded by the Tehrik Ittehad-e-Qabail. The Organiza- 
uion’s President Syed Yusuf Hussain, has warned the 
Afghan rebels not to shift their headquarters from the 
settled districts to the tribal belt as this would create a 
situation of civil war on both sides of the border. He 
complained bitterly, and justly, that the region had 
always been neglected, and that Pakistan Government 
leaders had taken little notice of the depredation caused 
in the area by the Afghan conflict which some rebel 
leaders seem determined to continue. He also com- 
plained that the tribal leaders had not been consulted in 
the matter of Pakistan's Afghan policy and its approach 
to the Geneva talks. These and other grievances voiced 
by this group of tribal leaders, who unlike most of their 
peers seemed capable of thinking beyond questions of 
monetary gain, need prompt consideration and early 
redressal, in order to avoid a bigger crisis which seems to 
be building up in this region. 


Nor is the damag? restricted to loss of life or destruction 
of property. The country’s limited resources are being 
expended to maintain lakhs of Afghan refugees in fair 
comfort, presumably so that they do not rush back to 
their homes before the Pakistan Government is ready to 
face up to the new situation. Large-scale smuggling is 
braving an impact on the country’s economy, its latest 
facet being the introduction of Soviet consumer goods 
into Pakistani markets. Perhaps, the greatest harm done 
to Pakistan results from the avowed link between heroin 
and jehad, and the inevitable proliferation of unautho- 
rised arms throughout the country. 


With a sanguineness that no-one else in the House 
seemed to share, the Minister concerned said: “Every- 
thing will be alright once the Afghan issue has been 
resolved.” Ameen 
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Turkish General Visits 
46000124b Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 
23 Mar 88 p 12 


[Text] Rawalpindi, March 22—The visiting Chief of the 
Turkish General Staff, General Necip Torumtay, spent a 
busy day visiting the services headquarters here today. 


The Turkish Chief visited the general headquarters and 
was received by General Aslam Beg, Vice Chief of the 
Army Staff. General Torumtay also met the Chief of the 
Naval Staff, Admiral Iftikhar Ahmed Sirohey, and dis- 
cussed matters of professional interest. 


On arrival at the Air Headquarters, Chaklala, the distin- 
guished guest called on Air Marshal Hakimullah, Chief 
of the Air Staff. Matters of mutual interest were dis- 
cussed during the call. 
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The Turkish Ambassador in Pakistan H.E. Mr. Baki 
Ilkin was also prese:.t during the visit of Services Head- 
quarters. Later, in the afternoon, the Turkish Chief went 
to Islamabad for sight-seeing where he was the Faisal 
Mosque. [as published] 


Madame Necip Torumtay, who is accompanying her 
husband, called on Begum Zai-ul-Hagq at the presidency. 
Later, she attended a coffee party hosted in her honour 
by Begum Akhtar Abdu! Rahman Khan at the joint staff 
officers mess.—APP 
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India, Israel Claimed Considering Attack 
46000124c Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 
28 Mar 88 p 1! 


[Text] March, 27: India and Israel were reported to have 
discussed the possibility of making a strike at Pakistan's 
nuclear facility in Kahuta, outside Islamabad, the BBC 
reported quoting a London newspaper. The broadcast 
quoted the report as saying that both India and Israel 
were worried about Pakistan’s nuclear capability. Both 
countries, according to the London newspaper, realised 
that Pakistan had the know-how and skill to produce 
nuclear weapons. India was afraid that Pakistan may 
ultimately use its nuclear weapons against India while 
Israel was concerned thai the nuclear technology may 
spread to Arab countries or Pakistan may supply these 
countries with nuclear weapons. 


In its 24 hours Programme, the BBC broadcast an 
interview with the LONDON OBSERVER correspon- 
dent in Jerusalem who had previously served s his 
paper's representative in New Delhi. The newsman in 
his report said he would not be surprised if contact had 
been established between India and Israel on the subject. 


In response to a question, he said, there is an Israeli 
Counsel-General in Bombay who could have been the 
intermediary or possibly the two countries might have 
discussed the matter outside India and Israel as they had 
no diplomatic relations with each other. 


The interview quoted Israeli officials as believing that 
the only drawback Pakistan had in the production of 
nuclear weapon was its financial limitations. But, the 
newsman said, this inight have been made up by Libya 
and Saudi Arabia. 


The BSC said relations between Pakistan and India have 
been deteriorating increasingly over the past two years 
and India might make a preemptive strike against the 
Kahuta facility. 


The OBSERVER correspondent expressed the opinion 
that despite strained relations between New Delhi and 
Islamabad, India would not like to get involved directly 
in any assault on the Kahuta plant. New Delhi would 
prefer Israel did the dirty work, the BBC said. 
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The correspondent quoted Indian viewpoint outside the 
government as being heavily in favour of such a strike, 
the broadcast added. 


APP adds: BBC in its “South-Asia Survey Programme” 
said that there have been reports from the United States 
that India had assembled a number of sophisticated 
atomic bombs. 


It said the source of these reports is said to be former 
National Security Council officials and Congressional 
staff workers. 


BBC said, in this connection its correspondent phoned 
Washington and spoke to Congressman Charles Wilson, 
a member of the appropriations subcommittee on 
defence, and asked him if he believed India had the 
bomb. 


In reply to the question the Congressman said, “Well, I 
certainly do. India has an extensive plutonium separa- 
tion process that produces weapons grade plutonium and 
I know no reason why they would have this separation 
process if they do not want separating plutonium. 


Replying to another question how many of these weap- 
ons he believed India had and of what sort they were. He 
said he would guess a couple of dozens and probably 
delivered by airplane but India had a fairly extensive 
research and development programme of several differ- 
ent missiles which would deliver the plutonium war- 
heads and also they had recently purchased the Soviet 
missile launching submarines. 


The Congressman said the United States intelligence 
community as well s the State Department was abso- 
lutely positive that India was separating plutonium. 
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Future Ae Marri Tribe After Settlement of 
tan 

46560023 Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 

5 Mar 88 p 12 


{Article by Aziz Bhatti: “After the Afghan Issue Is 
Resolved”’] 


[Text] The question under discussion among some sec- 
tors is that when the Soviet troops withdraw from 
Afghanistan and a new political system is established 
there, what will the individuals of the Marri tribe who 
have already gone to Afghanistan from Baluchistan do 
because the leader of the Marri tribe, Khair Bukhsh 
Marri, for many years under self-imposed exile, has been 
residing in Kabul. For some time, another well known 
personality of the Marri tribe, Mir Sher Mohammad 
Marri, alias General Sheruf, also has been living in 
Afghanistan. Khair Bukhsh Marr, whose political asso- 
ciates call him by the name of “K.B.,” lives in Kabul, 
while Sher Mohammad Marri has made his home near 
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Qandahar, Lashkar Gah, and Helmand are being trans- 
ferred to Kabul. it is not exactly known how many 
persons of the Marri tzib> are in Afghanistan. Neverthe- 
less, their number ranges from 5,000 to 10,000. There 
are also reports that the youth of the Marri tribe in 
Afghanistan are being trained for military and guerrilla 
war. They could enter Baluchistan any time to create 
disruptior No solid evidence, however, could be found 
to substantiate this. Even if this were true, in view of 
Baluchistan’s geographical situation and tribal situation, 
there is no apparent possibility that the individuals of 
the Marri tribe will get into action anywhere except in 
their own region. There used to be a Marri Bugti Agency 
(District) which comprised the Marri tribe region, but 
just two years ago, it was divided into two districts 
(agencies), Lohlu and Daira Bugti. The district capital of 
the Kohiu Agency is a town called “Kohlu.” In addition, 
Kahan and Maiwund are two big towns; Kohlu Agency is 
at the foot of Mount Sulaiman; Lauralai is situated on its 
north; Daira Bugti on its south; Daira Ghazi Khan on its 
east; and Sibi is on its west. No where does the boundary 
of the Kohlu Agency meet with the Afghanistan border. 
One has to pass through the Lauralai District and Zhob 
in the north to reach the Pakistan-Afghan border from 
Kohlu. In the northwest one can reach the border only by 
crossing through the Paisheen District or Quetta. Almost 
all the people in all these regions have connections with 
the Pushtun tribes. As in every other region, there are 
people with different political ideologies existing in the 
Oshtun regions, too. However, if the matter concerns 
“Pushtun interests,” nearly al! Pushtun seen to agree. 


Marri is the largest tribe in Baluchistan. Not only ins 
Nawab Khair Bukhsh Marri the most respectable, hon- 
orable, and effective personality of his tribe, he rather 
enjoys a great and special importance in Baluchistan’s 
collective politics alsc. Beside the Baluchis, the Pushtuns 
also perceive him with respect. However, at the time of 
any political process or decision, instead of recognizing 
Nawab Khair Bukhsh Marri as a political leader on the 
basis of equality, the majority of Pushtuns would accept 
their own political comrades. As with the Baluchis, the 
Pushtuns also wish to maintain their own political and 
national identity on every level. Politically speaking, 
Nawab Khair Bukhsh Marri has stayed with Khan Abdul 
Wali Khan. During the defunct National Awami Party’s 
era, Wali Khan was the party’s leading president, while 
Khair Bukhsh Mari was its provincial president in Balu- 
chistan. During the 1970 elections, Khair Bukhsh Marri 
was elected a member of both the national and provin- 
cial assemblies. Later on, he vacated the national assem- 
bly seat. When, due to the mutual understanding with 
the People’s Party, the defunct NAP and Jamiat-e 
Ulama-e Islam had established heterogeneous govern- 
ments both in the NWFP and Baluchistan, Khair Bukhsh 
Marri was in a position to obtain any official post in 
Baluchistan, including the position of governor or chief 
minister. How :ver, he always kept his distance from 
administrative positions. Personally, Khair Bukhsh 
Marri is not a person to succumb to pressure, fear, or 
greed. Neither can he be accused of any kind of financial 
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gain or corruption. He possesses a marvelous personal- 
ity. As a tribesman, he is the leader of a very organized, 
brave, and contentious tribe. He maintains a philosoph- 
ical approach, and his favorite hobby is to instigate fights 
between cocks and dogs. He is highly educated and 
possesses a commanding personality. He talks little, but 
once he starts talking, he discusses every topic so com- 
prehensively that it leaves a great impact on his !istener. 
Very few people can understand this politician who has 
a grasp of modern scientific knowledge, is a traditional 
tribal leader, and ideologically speaking, maintains 
socialist ideas. 


Once Wali Khan went to Kabu: and met with Khair 
Bukhsh Marri. Afterward, a joint statement was issued 
by both of them to the newsp2pers in which the need for 
“Baluch-Pushtun unity” was stressed. At the time of the 
deceased Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan’s burial, Khair 
Bukhsh Marri was present in Jalalabad (Afghanistan). 
From this, therefore, one can estimate his closeness to 
Gaffar and Wali Khan. Politically speaking, another 
exiled politician, Sardar Ataullah Maingle (former chief 
minister), is also considered to be very close to Khair 
Bukhsh Marri. The purpose of this detail is to illustrate 
that the Marri tribe and its leader’s status, significance, 
and various other aspects may come in to the limelight. 
Educationally and economically speaking, the Marri 
tribe is backward. The tribe is influenced by its leader. 
Individuals of the tribe regard it as their duty to obey 
their leader. However, ever since Khair Bukhsh Marri 
has been overseas, he has given very few political instruc- 
tions and advices to his tribe; on the occasion of the 
elections, he did not give instructions for any type of 
opposition or support. In Kohlu Agency, the proportion 
of the votes at the polis was very small. The member 
elected tor the provincial assembly, Mir Humayun 
Marri, is Sardar Khair Bukhsh Marri’s nephew. 
Although, he did not join the Muslim League, he 
remained in the provincial cabinet as the treasury min- 
ister. A short while ago, he was retired when violating the 
cabinet’s decision and discipline, by supporting the 
name of an independent candidate, Mir Nabi Bukhsh 
Domki, for the Senate. Whereas, Sardar Chaker Khan 
Domki had proposed this name. He is Nabi Bukhsh 
Domki’s brother. Humayun Marri and Chaker Khan 
Domki are both former governors, Nawab Akbar Bugti's 
sons-in-law. Nawab Khair Bukhsh Marri’s brother, Mir 
Qaiser Khan Marri, is Humayun Marri’s uncle. Since 
Nawab Khair Bukhsh Marri’s visit overseas, most affairs 
of the tribe are managed by Mir Qaiser Khan. Mir Qaiser 
Khan’s son, Mir Ayaz Marri, has been elected chairman 
of the Bar District Council, Kohlu. Just a short while 
before that, Mir Ayaz Marri, during his meeting with the 
chief minister, Jam Gulam Qadir, made an announce- 
ment about joining the Muslim League. Mir Qaiser 
Khan Marri’s policy has been against direct confronta- 
tion with the administration. During the martial law era, 
he was occasionally seen at receptions in an official 
nature. As usual, on the occasion of Sibi’s annual fair, he 
Participated in the provincial municipal convention as a 
tribal leader. Mir Humayun Marri, who only a few days 
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earlier was retired from his ministry, was also at the Sibi 
airport to welcome prime muizxtster Junejo. The sole 
representative of the Muslim League in the Kohlu 
Agency (Marri region) was Mir Nehalan Khan Marmi, 
who was also a member of the former federal advisory 
council. A year earlier, he had resigned from the Muslim 
League. The Muslim League’s leadership did not feel Mir 
Nehalan Marri’s loss either in the party or in this region. 
So far, Mir Nehalan Marri has not joined any party. 
Even now, Nawab Khair Bukhsh Marri is the most 
forceful and popular personality among the Marri tribe 
and the region. However, the conditions are sch that the 
individuals of the Marri tribe who have gone to Afghan- 
istan could not return and create a disruption in Balu- 
chistan. It 1s also not possible that the majority of the 
people of Baluchistan would recognize Nawab Khair 
Bukhsh Marri’s putitical and tribal leadership. If Nawab 
Khair Bukhsh Marri returns to his homeland and joins 
any party at the national level, he can play an effective 
and vital role in the country’s politics. For the time 
being, there seems to be no possibility of Nawab Khair 
Bukhsh Marri’s return to his homeland. Supposing that 
he were to return, it could not be said with confidence if 
he would join any party or not. If he were to choose a 
party, which party would he choose? 
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Literacy Program Assailed 
46000123a Karachi DAWN in English 5 Apr 88 p 7 


[Text] The Sind Education Minister said at a radio news 
conference the other day that the mass literacy pro- 
gramme launched under the Prime Minister’s Five-Point 
Programme was in full swing and hoped to enhance the 
literacy ratio from 26 to $0 percent by 1990. Earlier, the 
Federal Education Secretary and the LAMEC (Literacy 
and Mass Education Commission) Chairman had also 
reaffirmed that the Nai Roshni schools launched under 
the literacy programme would conitinue to function. 
Doubts have, however, been raised about the effective- 
ness and duration of the literacy programme in a state- 
ment of the Federal Minister of Planning that the Nai 
Roshni schools would be wound up under the Seventh 
Plan. The draft of the Plan does not speak of LAMEC’s 
projects in very positive terms either. Likewise, Islama- 
bad’s Igra pilot project has been dismissed as being too 
difficult to replicate in other parts of the country because 
it has been found too expensive, besides having inbuilt 
dangers of its misuse and corruption. As for the Nai 
Roshni schools, the Plan speaks of the idea of their being 
gradually absorbed in the formal system. The draft 
specifically states that shortcuts to literacy are expensive, 
difficult to monitor and of indifferent value in point of 
net results. Now it is to be left to NGOs, mass media and 
political parties to impart literacy to two million adults, 
with possibly some helping hand from the Government. 
With this de-emphasis on adult literacy, not surprisingly 
the literacy rate for 1992-93 is targeted to be a lovely 38 
percent. 
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All this points to the absence of a clear-cut long-term 
policy on adult literacy. The confusion that has arisen on 
this account in the education sector is not difficult to 
understand. The literacy programme adopted so far has 
proved to be a total flop. Not only has it failed to raise 
the literacy ratio to a respectable level; it has consumed 
enormous funds in the process of making just a small 
number of people literate. Thus, the literacy rate has 
gone up from 26 percent in 1981 to only 29.6 percent in 
1988 as estimated by the Planning Commission. In the 
Sixth Plan period LAMEC needed Rs 834 million (much 
more than was earmarked) to impart literacy to 150,000 
people. In other words, it spent more than Rs 5,000 per 
person to teach him the three R's in a few months when 
it costs the Education Department less than half the 
amount to educate a college student for a year. LAMEC’s 
tunctioning has also been far from satisfactory. Estab- 
lished in 1981 as part of the Hijra centenary celebrations 
which envisaged jihad against ignorance, it has had five 
chairmen and as many projects. In 1983, it was propa- 
gating the President's ten-point literacy programme. In 
1984, it launched the students’ summer literacy drive 
which could not be sustained for more than one summer. 
The following year came the National Literacy Plan with 
its strategy of setting up 25,000 literacy centres to make 
2.2 million people literate in 2 years. A year later this was 
abandoned in favour of the newly-conceived Islamabad 
Iqra project and the Nai Roshni schools. In the light of 
the Planning Commission’s latest pronouncements on 
the subject, the prospects for LAMEC’s current brain- 
child—Nai Roshni schools—hardly seem bright. 


The problem with adult literacy programmes in this 
country over the past four decades has been the failure to 
adopt a feasible approach to the issue and a practical 
Strategy to achieve the objective in view. While it has 
been theoretically recognised that the expansion of pri- 
mary education is central to raising the literacy ratio, no 
serious thought has been given to the question of edu- 
cating the adults. In actual practice even primary educa- 
tion has not received the attention and funds it deserved. 
As a result, the school enrolment rate for the five-to- 
nine-year-olds is only 63 percent. As for adult literacy, it 
has for ail practical purposes been reduced to a talking 
point rather than an objective to be striven for. Thus, the 
Iqra pilot project never got off the ground, while the Nai 
Roshni schools cater mainly for the | 1-15-year-olds. 
This leaves a few NGOs to shoulder what is essentially a 
governmental responsibility. It is important for the 
authorities to recognise that given the massive backlog of 
illiteracy in Pakistan and the slow pace of expansion of 
primary education, no literacy programme can make any 
significant impact unless it takes into account the 45 
million or so adult illiterates in the country and sets its 
scope and pace accordingly. A major reason why no 
literacy programme has succeeded so far is that the 
necessary public motivation has been badly lacking. 
Again, without the needed political will and commit- 
ment it has not been possible to mobilise those who have 
to do the teaching as well as those in need of being 
taught. It 1s time the Government adopted a clear-cut 
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policy on adult education, assigned ii due priority in the 
matter of fund allocation and evolved a correct strategy 
for promoting adult literacy as part of the overall educa- 
tional expansion and social advancement programme. 
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New Alliance Said Forming 
46000123c Karachi DAWN in English 30 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] Khairpur, 29 Mar—A new alliance on Sind level 
is in the offing, for which initiative has already been 
taken by the chairman of Jiye Sind Mahaz, Mr Abdul 
Wahid Aresar. 


DAWN has learnt that the new alliance would also 
include MQM and Qaumi Mahaz-i-Azadi, besides Jiye 
Sind Tehreek, SBPF, Watan Dost Inqui'abi Party, Com- 
munist Party, Sind Saghar Party and other patriotic 
forces of Sind. 


It has also been learnt that the new alliance would be 
wider than the SPNA and would cover the entire prob- 
lems facing Sind today. It would be a permanent alliance 
having fundamental principles. 


In this connection Mr Abdul Wahid Aresar recently met 
MQM chief Mr Altaf Hussain in the hospital at Karachi 
and both the leaders exchanged their views about the 
proposed alliance. This alliance would be first of its kind 
of old and Urdu-speaking Sindhis to collectively launch 
a struggle for the restoration of the rights of Sind. 


Mr Jam Saqi had already consented to the proposed 
alliance and had also met SBPF Convenor Mr Mumtaz 
Ali Bhutto. 
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Commentary Asserts Sindhis Mistrust Central 
Government 
46000123b Karachi DAWN in English 30 Mar 88 p 7 


{Commentary by M.B. Naqvi] 


[Text] Syed Ghous Ali Shah’s (the Sind Chief Minister's) 
address to the Khairpur Press Club on Saturday, 19 
March, compels attention. Although he has been saying 
similar things for quite some time, this particular pro- 
nouncement is especially notable for its bitterness and 
outspokenness. 


The chief point, with immediate relevance, is that the 
Chief Minister has again taken notice of the rumours 
that a Governor's Ray is likely to be imposed on Sind. 
That he has called the supporters of this idea agents of 
drug mafia is less important than what he hints would 
happen as a result of such rash action. In the same vein, 
he has mentioned Kalabagh Dam and implied that the 
country’s national unity anc solidarity would suffer if 
this project was implemented in its present form. For 
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good measure he had added that he is determined to do 
a number of things, beginning with defending the rights 
of Sindhis and going on to uproot the tentacles of the 
drug and gun mafia through solving Karachi’s painful 
problems. 


There are two aspects of the controversy which are not 
the subject matter here. First is the internal health of the 
ruling party in the country: official or Muslim League’s 
Junejo or Pir Pagara faction. All the five governments— 
central and provincial—are nominally of the same Mus- 
lim League, although it is passing strange that Punjab’s 
Chief Minister says he is determined to see Kala Bagh 
Dam built soon, while NWFP and Sind Chief Ministers 
are inflexibly vowing they would ‘defend the rights of the 
people of their provinces at all costs’. The second aspect 
is personal; some important personalities in the Central 
Government are said to be especially allergic to Syed 
Ghaus Ali Shah. This writer has nothing to say on this 
particular score. 


Larger Issue 


Several larger issues are involved. To begin with, there is 
the general question of Centre-state relationship. The 
Centre ought to avoid giving the impression that it is 
somehow its business to ensure that a provincial govern- 
ment is run the way it wants. This particular issue has 
had a sordid and sorry history in Pakistan. Every time 
the Centre has acted against a provincial government, or 
otherwise interfered in a province, more problems were 
created than solved. The Centre’s right to dismiss an 
elected provincial government and impose its own rule 
on the province—an importation from the British-given 
Government of India Act of 1935—is atavistic and 
deserves to be buried. So long as Islamabad possesses 
this “right,” neither provincial autonomy can acquire 
any meaning nor democracy will strike roots. That is the 
theoretical position. 


Then, there is the specific history of Pakistan. What was 
East Pakistan crisis if not, at bottom, the Centre-State 
relationship mishandled. There are many other 
instances: Dismissal of Dr Khan Sahib’s ministry soon 
after independence helped deepen a pre-existing political 
cleavage and added new dimensions to it. Karachi’s 
separation from Sind, especially the way it was carried 
out, helped generate Sindhi nationalism that was power- 
fully promoted by the way the One Unit resolution was 
pushed through. The experience of One Unit reality 
deepened the emotional content of Pathan and Sindhi 
nationalisms. 


Military action 


More recently, the way NAP-JUI ministry in Baluchistan 
was dismissed on flimsiest of grounds and subsequent 
military action has played havoc with Baluchistan poli- 
tics and it does seem as if the full cost of those ill- 
conceived actions has still not been paid. Insofar as Sind 
is concerned, its experiences of Central rule—in One 
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Unit und subsequent bouts of Martial Law regimes that 
were also One Units imposed on the point of bayonets— 
were particularly saddening; the 1983 MRD movement, 
subsequent anti-dacoit operations and incidents like 
those of Thori Phatak are painful reminders of what is 
seen as Sindhi subjugation. 


The writer has no brief on behalf of Syed Ghaus Ali 
Shah. But when he stands up for the rights of Sindhis and 
emphasises the magnitude of Karachi’s problems or 
raises a voice against steamrolling the Kala Bagh Dam, 
he deserves to be listened to. Whether he has other 
unlovely qualities or is more sinned against than sinning 
is not germane to the argument here. If the Central 
government has concluded that conditions are bad in 
Sind and that the provincial government is not coping 
with them adequately or efficiently, it can raise its voice, 
along with the opposition outsic >, for holding elections 
to the provincial Assembly earlier. At a pinch, it can 
force general elections throughout the country; it has 
adequate powers for the purpose. But dismissing a 
ministry that enjoys the confidence of an existing Pro- 
vincial Assembly is wrong. Equally wrong would be the 
see-through manoeuvre of retaining the Assembly but 
throwing out a Chief Minister and his cabinet, through 
behind-the-scenes subversion of its deputies. That too is 
wrong. 


Instead of knee jerk reactions by Central authorities, the 
situation demands cool thought—and a firm commit- 
ment to democracy and all its norms. In the particular 
case of Sind several factors need to be kept in sharp 
focus: Long years of Martial Law have left behind a 
legacy that democrats will take many many years io 
destroy it. Sindhis’—of all linguistic backgrounds—sense 
of grievance is a hard fact. Drug and gun mafia have 
certainly played havoc; Martial Law enforcers’ total 
inability, or maybe unwillingness, to root out this 
scourge is patent. The job remains to be done. 


Then, issues like Kala Bagh Dam, provinces’ share in the 
divisible pool of Centrally-collected taxes are highly 
controversial that do not admit of any railroading by the 
Centre. The Sindhi dacoit phenomenon needs to be 
handled with care. Firmness would certainly be neces- 
sary but it has to be reinforced with political good sense 
of a true democrat. The institution of Patharidars will 
have to be abolished. But can it be abolished until 
absentee landlordism is outlawed? Who is going to do 
that? Thai a Sindhi nationalist sentiment also encour- 
ages what is in fact crime requires not so much more 
police with better guns, wireless and helicopters. It 
requires a vigorous democracy at the grassroots. A mind- 
less search-and-destroy combing of the interior by ‘law 
enforcing agency’ is likely to do more damage than good; 
nationalistic sentiment ought to be handled with 
extreme democratic care. It should be for democrats to 
fight crime that has acquired other dimensions by com- 
bining force with democratic methodology. 
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Severe Test 


However, the severest test of the sagacity of Central and 
provincial governments would be in solving two generic 
problems of Sind. One is the gargantuan problems of 
Karachi and the other is the ethnic mix of Sind’s major 
cities. There are the Sindhi-speaking and Urdu-speaking 
Sindhis; they have to be reconciled and absorbed in the 
national mainstream. Where Syed Ghaus Ali Shah is 
absolutely right is that unless the continuous inflow of 
migrants from the north is stopped, even a beginning 
cannot be made in solving Karachi’s problems. (And 
what applies to Karachi, also applies, though on a 
somewhat-smaller scale, to Hyderabad and other larger 
cities of Sind.) Everybody knows that problems created 
by Karachi’s unassimilated ethnic mix has been greatly 
exacerbated by the machinations of drug and gun 
mafia—for which Martial Law regimes’ acts of omission 
and commission are largely responsible. 


Complexity of these problems demands cool heads and 
warm hearts. Human needs of all ethnic groups that 
inhabit Sind need to be attended to purposefully and 
empty rhetoric of national unity etc. should be avoided. 
These are problems that enjoin democratic elements 
from all ethnic backgrounds to sit together and find 
solutions. Sind Government, so long as it relies on 
democratic methodology, can also be a participant. 
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Conspiracy Against Sind Alleged 
46000123d Karachi DAWN in English 30 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] Sukkur, 29 Mar—The convener of the Anti- 
Kalabagh Dam Movement, Sind, Mr Syed Akhtar Buk- 
hari, has said the non-Sindhis have already occupied the 
agricultural lands of Sind, dominated the job-market and 
businesses here, and now the Kalabagh Dam plan would 
turn this province into a barren area. 


In a Press statement here on Tuesday, he said that a 
conspiracy was afoot to settle Biharis from Bangladesh 
here, while some elements were scheming to divide Sind 
into pieces. 


He also deplored that the services personnel were still 
being dished out agricultural lands ‘n this province. 
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Mr Bukhari further said that Sind and NWFP were 
deadly against the construction of the Kalabagh Dam, 
while some elements in Punjab also fear that a number of 
villages there would be submerged in water if the dam 
was constructed. 


He urged upon all political, social and religious organi- 
sations to get united and join the struggle for the survival 
of the Sindhi people. 
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Pakhtoon Leader Urges Merger With Baluchistan 
46000 123e Karachi DAWN in English 5 Apr 88 p 6 


[Text] Takhtbai, 4 Apr—The central leader of MRD and 
acting chief of Pakhtoonkhwa National Awami Party 
and Awami Milli Ittehad said on Sunday that Pakhtoons 
were proud of their leaders Bacha Khan, Khushal Khan 
Khattak and Ajmal Khan, who formed the front rank of 
the independence revolution. 


Addressing a reception arranged in his honour at Takht- 
bai, he alleged that the British imperialists distributed 
the population of Pakhtoons to break their unity and 
formed two provinces, i.e. NWFP and Baluchistan. 


He hoped that time would come when the authorities 
would have to call both the provinces with the single 
name of Pakhtoonistan. 


Referring to the 1973 Constitution, Mr Mandukhel said 
that the Constitution has practically lost its constitu- 
tional status as the country has been overpowered in 
unconstitutional manner. 


On the Afghan problem he said that only five political 
parties supported the stand of the government on the 
issue in the roundtable talks while the major political 
parties gave a different opinion keeping in view the 
priorities of the country. 


On the Kalabagh Dam, Mr Mandukhel said that smaller 
provinces would never accept the construction of the 
dam and wanted distribution of water on the basis of 
equality amongst the provinces. 


The reception was also addressed by Sher Ali Bacha and 
Hameed Khan Achakzai.—PPI 
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